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: 3 _. Reverend Pierre Robert was born in Switzerland in 1656, 

He married Jeanne Braye, daughter of Jehta and Susanne Braye of . = 
Basel, Switzerland, Pierre Robert was a French Huguenot minister Se tee 
and becane tiaggiwet Huguenot preacher in the Carolinas, His teach 

ings were said to be similar to the Calvinistic beliefs, tke " 


- - 

























ile ST TO-aaret RTT ee eS 
ROD ESTED <a TOG Peep eess, His church s#4 was. 
svends--in-er near Charleston, South Carolina, He and his wife had 
three children - Pierre Jr,, Jean and Elias, Pierre Jr's second wife 
was Judith, Their eldest song Jacques or James married Sarah Jaudon =. 
in 1735, They had seven children, Sarah, the sixth child of Jacques. 
Robert, married Joseph Lawton, Jr, TT73. | | 
WILLIAM ak | ce1750 
Sone, Lawton, BeRN—Hewrtes, came to South Caroline # ~ me. 
$48 and seGtled on © Wdisto Island near Charleston, He married teeMies (3) 
» They had childwen, Joseph Lawton #, born on Edisto 
Island 7753 married Sarah Robert, daughter of Jacques Robert and great- 
grand daughter of Reverend Pierre Robert, 


a Joseph and Sarah Lawton had $5952" children. The So 
was Winborn Asa By, born 1793, Reverend Winborn Asa Lawton married 
three times, His first wife, Mary Cater Rhodes had ene son Winborn 
Benjamin,(1 Aug 1812-1884), and three other Lawton children: 





, Winborn Benjamin Lawton, born 181 2, married Sarah L, Mathews 
Hasthevs, Their oldest child was Mary Rebecca, born June he 18h, | 
13. 


She ‘became the wife of Charles P,Hedall, born July 26, 1 
# Mary Stone (c1720-1805), daughter of John & Susannah (Carrisre) 
Stone; her only Lawton child was Joseph Lawton (1753-1815). 


( It is interesting to note that these two great 
preachers, ancestors of Charles and Mary, often 
held revival services torether ~ Moses Nathaniel 
McCall and Winborn Asa Lawton) 


. Mathews, born 1815 on Hilton Head Island, daughter of 
eye Gillin maienk, Rector of St. Luke's Parish, and his wife, 
Rebecca Davant (2 Jan 1793-4 Sep 1859), daughter of James & 
Lydia (Page) Davant who are both buried in Zion Chapel-of-Ease 
Cemetery, Hilton Head Island, SC. 


) 


in 1710, He came to America and landed in Pennsylvania where he. cr 
married, His son Charles was born in Pennsylvania, Charles son . ae oe. 
- William married Celete Ann Williams ‘in Society Hill, South Carolina, -.-- 

- Franeis, Charles and William all fought in the Revolutionary war eae 


—— 7. ANCESTRY 


.  . (Gharlie McCall) 


Francis McCall was born in Treland of Scotch parentage — ; 


under General Francis Marion, ~ 


. William was given & grant of land in Bullock County, 
Georgia, William's son, Moses Nathaniel, was born in Society Hill, 


| South Carolina, and moved to Screven County, Georgia, He was a prom .- 


inent preacher in Screven, helping to build and organize many Baptist 
churches, He built a church for the.slaves and preached to them, This 
church was still standing in 1967 and had been newly painted, It is 

called Zion, Reverend Moses was married twice, His first wife had —- 
three sons and three daughters, Mary was. the grandmother of Lovis New- 


ton, Louisa married a Texan, Wash Denton, To keep Wash from taking. her 


to Texas her father gave her a large tract of land near the line of 
Effingham and Screven Counties, This farm is all of the original grant 
still in the hands of descendants of the McCalls, Reverend Moses's © 
three sons were George, a preacher and ‘one time president of Mercer 
College, Mose a preacher also and Philip, a-farmer, His second wife 
was Catherine Porter Dopson < she and her first husband had a large 
plantation on the Savannah River, Her husband and children died there 
and are buried in a family cemetary in Moon Change, Nobody knows where 


_ it is, 


Reverend Moses Nathaniel McCall and his second wife had two: 


daughters and four sons = Evelyn and Kate; Thomes, Charles, William 
and Tucker, | | 


When the Emancipation Proclamation was signed and war be-~ 
tween the States was declared Reverend McCall and five sons went into 
the ‘service, They served in General Wheeler's Command, Reverend McCall 


_Was a Chaplain ~- he had served in two other wars, Of the sons Moses 


was Captain and Charles was in his Company, Thomas was a Lieutenant 
but while serving in a much higher capacity he was killed, Thomas! 
horse was sent home - at night when everything was still the horse 
would act like a wild thing, perfectly unmannagable, Nobody could | 
quiet him except Tomts mother, She would get up and go to the stables 


and talk to him until he was quieted. The nesros said "Marse Tom is 
there with his horse", -*& | 
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oat the line of Effingham, His daughters were being educated by a private.’ 20°” 


C) 


- his path Winborn Lawton knew that it was time for him to take his .:) pare ee 
. Little family out of Savannah, so he refugeed to Screven. County near... 


' humiliating experiences suffered by his family because of forays of : 
‘bands of Northern soldiers, They came into the home and picked up 


‘Lived on a truck farm which is now a part of the City of Savannsh, °° °° 


x . Before the Civil War Winborn Benjamin Lawton owned and ue Se 


Georgia, Re had four lovely daughters and two little boys, When 0 i Es 
Sherman decided to march through.Georgia and destroy everything In  - 


aS 
98 


By ie 


governess, but when he moved she returned. to the northern states and ~~ a 
Mary Lawton took on the job of teaching her younger sisters and . = © *: 
brothers, At that time Mary was a beautiful girl of nineteen, auburn...” 
haired with a fair complexion and most expressive soft brown eyes, It - 
was said that she was the prettiest girl in Screven Count Boe te ee ae 


If Winborn Lawton thought he would save his family from’ ; 
Sherman's army he was mistaken for many were the aggravating and _ 


enything that caught the eye, One day a very persistent. soldier had ~~ | 
followed Mary around the house and tried to talk to her without re-~ 
sponse, Finally in the kitchen he picked up a little buneh of onions 
and in a sarcastic manner said, "May I have this?" Mary merely looked 

at him -- He mst have given up for he exclaimed "You damned little 
Rebel!" At another time a soldier deliberately took the cover off the 
girls! piano, This was more than Mary could stand, She with some of | 

the others followed the soldiers to camp and asked to see the commander 
who when he was told of the incident, reprimanded the guilty soldier 

and had him take his booty back where he found 1t. —— | 





_ When a wounded Confererate soldier slipped silently into © 
the home seeking aid Mary and her mother hid him in a safe place and - 
nursed him back to health, After he had gotten his strength back and 
wanted to return to the Confederate army Mary gave him a gun and said, 
"Get mo a Yankee soldier!", Who can blame her? She had suffered much 
at their hands, This boy was from Alabama and after the war was over he 
wrote to Mary and said he had carried out her wishes and asked her to 
marry him -~ tary had met Charlie MoGell and had fallen in love! She 
married him in 1866, a | | 


SLAVERY 


When the slaves were freed many of them took the names of 
their former masters but the McCall slaves did not. Mrs, McCall 
suggested that they take the surname of Thomas since they were all 
descended from "Daddy Tom", There were three boys - Abram, Sam and 
Almond ~ all fine looking, tall with splendid physiques, Abram was 
something of a preacher and a grave digger, The two girls were Easter 
and Sylvia, Easter went Louisa when she married Wash Denton, Sam went 
with Charlie into the army, His duties were to take care of Charlie, £ 
It was not unusual for some of the slaves to fo with their masters, 

Sam was useful in foraging for food ete, In after years Sam lived on 
Charles! farm, His wife was named Becky - they had three children, Sing 


7 aa 


Boy, Francis and Eveline, Becky died and Sam was left to raise the - 


| Children alone,. I went to his cabin one day to play with Frances and... . 
Eveline and Sam was quilting a quilt, It seemed very strange but he 
would try anything, As long as Charlie McCall and Sam Thomas livéd. _ .., .-. 2+. 

the ties between them were very close, 2 0 ae a ma 

~~ MuM Mandy -- . as 4 oe cee ee 
se  Amande had been sold in Savannah and bought by Mr, Charlie: 90S 
 Tafitte, a friend and close neighbor to the McCalls. she was a young 2 
negro woman with a baby in her arms when she was sent away from her =: .. & 
husband down the Mississippi River and sold in Savanneh, She hada §-~ # 
high temper and quarrelled with the children, but after the slaves ~~ =" “2 
were freed she was a wonderful servant to Mary and took the very best 9 °° 


care of the children, She was a fine cook - har specialty was "Big 
Hominy", This she started cooking in the wash pot in the yard, Some 


- people used lye to take the husks off the corn but Mandy used oak. 


ashes, What else she might have used I dontt know < perhaps "black m 
magic", I only mow her big hominy was better than anybody else's, na ee 


e - 


| Augusta Road, called FThe Big Road", The home was built on top of a. - ae : 


garden were beds of strawberries and asparagus as wett as the usual 


Charlie's father gave him a farm on the Savannah and 
hill halfway between the Mallard and Brotm branches, At the foot of . 


4 


the hill were tall long leaf pines with yellow jessamino blooming in ye 


common varieties, 


After three or four little boys came Charlie decided that. 


= 


was anxious for him to study. medicine and to help him she took off a ee 


' her money, belt and handed him several gold pieces, thile he was in 


school the medical college was moved to Augusta, Mary was very 
courageous =- she and the little boys stayed alone and she taught the 
neighborhood children, Since she was well educated and knew music she 
became the organist and sunday school teacher of the adult class in 
Jackson Church which position she held for many, many. years, As 
Charlie's practice grew he spent long hours on the road away from 
home, ministering to the sick, He was a good doctor and a very gener-- 
ous and sympathetic man, For his services to preachers and widows he 
never charged, Occasionally he experimented with remedies not learned 
from the medical books, One indian remedy that he was a great believer. 
in and sometimes concocted was a preparation made from redoak bark and 
elderberries boiled with other ingredients, It was a kidney medicine, 


| . Charlie McUall was a hospitable man - said by one preacher 
to be the most hospitable of anyone he had ever Imow, and truly his 


- home always welcomed the traveler,.One Jewish peddler made it a point 


to spend the night there on each of his trips through the country, He 
drove a horse to a light wagon loeded with all kinds of household 
articles, The children liked to see Mr, Beardman come for his pockets 
‘were always filled with rock candy for their benefit, 


Charles as a young man was quite an athlete, He had the 
honor of being master of the broad jump while in the army and as his 
boys grew he often jumped with them, He was also noted for his dancing 

and jigging - at times he indulged himself by quoting poetry. His 


' rendition of The Burial of Sir John Moore made quivers run up and dowm 


his little daughters spinal column. 


| His name for his beloved Mary was Plum ~ He never called 
her anything else, : 


- ,the tops of them,  -. : | a 2 a 
<8 Mary was a very busy home maker, She had a green thumb:. | Paes 
; 4 end supervised both the vegetable garden and the flowers, Her yard <~ | ead 
"* was: always full of roses, lilacs, cape jessamine, oleanders, jonquils: aes 
. and narcissus, Among her roses were La France, Aleene Sicily, Martinal. ‘yee 
Neal, Catherine Murmet, and what she called the penfield rose, which ©... 3 

had been brought from .Penfield by Thomas McCall, In later years the. . |-? 
Catherine Murmet was admired so much by Dr, Fred that he took some to =? 

his home on the Altamaha and later to Miami, In Mary's vegetable Sa 


| | ae 
‘he was not a successful farmer and he wanted to be a doctor, (at that .. 2 
time the Georgia Medical College was located in Savannah) His mother n 





| : _ Dr. Charlie was not always even tempered ~ When Jackson . x. 
Church was first built and was to be dedicated Charles! brother, ee 
Dr, George McCall, was invited to preach, He was an.older half-brother 022: | 
_ nd an eminent preacher ~ one time a president of Mercer University... +). 
. i¢ There was no organ nor msical instrument in the church at that time, veaaee 
_..*, Gaarles wanted things done right for such an important. occasion so ee a 
(“a8 Mary's Mason and Hamlin organ was the only one in the neighborhood .2.0: 4) 
'...- ~ he decided to. take it to the church and Mary could play for the sera") 
..  Wice, But he hadn't consulted Mr, Conner who was the oldest deacon 9 PE” 
- and opposed to musical instruments in the church, when Mr, Conner 9. 
came in and realized what had happened he raised a scene —- whereupon _. 
Charles grew very angry, picked up the organ in his urms and marched 
out of the church, It was neither very large nor very small - just.” — : 
_ medium-.and he was very angry so had extra strength! - ow ; 


- 


+ 


"+ The Savannah River played a big part in the lives of the _ 
“McCalls, They depended on it for transportation to Savannah, Carolina -. 
' and Augusta and for entertainment, There were two outstanding steam=- 
_ boats running regular schedules from Savannah to Augusta, The Katie, ©. °°. 
owned by John Lawton and named for his daughter, was a side wheeler,  - 
. The Ethel had one large wheel at the back, The captains frequently eee 
raced their boats from one landing to the next and on down the river, 
The landing called "Poor Robin" was a favorite place for Sunday School 
picnics, It was well kmowm that if you had picnics on a boat. day the 
captain would give the crowd a ride. up the river a piece,. Ons day 
_ , Something very interesting was seen on-one side of the boat and every- 


body crowded to that side so the boat came near turning over and the 
*' captain had to scatter the crowd, ' 


ae ‘Hary's people lived in Carolina and once when she planned 

- to take the little children over to see her mother Charles was late 
in getting started to the landing, Ags they reached the edge of the 
swamp about two miles from the landing they heard the boat blow to 
leave - Charles stood on the step of the Surrey and gave the Confeder- 
ate Yell and- drove on, The captain of the boat heard him and waited 


for,us, It cost only one dollar to go from "Poor Robin" to Savannah, 
You had the ride, three meals and a stateroom, 


One day just after the war when charles and Mary were 
first married Charles found a bale of cotton floating in the river, 
There was nothing to tell where it came from nor to whom it belonged, . 
Not being able to find an owner end being unmarked and unclaimed the = 
bale became the property of Charles ~ it was like "Manna from Heaven" 
to the young couple, 7 — 


Music meant much in the lives of Mary and her children, 

They sang and most of them played some instrument, fed sang bass and 
played the accordian, Henry could sing any part and played the fiddle 
he also experimented with the saw, Mose sang bass and invented a 
contraption to slip over his head and hold his harmonica so that he 
could blow the mouth organ and accompany himself on the organ, Warren 

: could sing bass, Charlie had a beautiful tenor voice, Sallie plaved 

C ) the organ or piano and sang alto, Some of the old favorites that Mary 
Sang were Maryland my Maryland, The Campbells are Coming, Lovets Ola 
Sweet Song, Joy To The World and Jesuk shall Reign, To entertain the 


the little children she sanz "The Fox Went t i an 
other English ditties. ng , ae Out in a Hunery Plight" and 
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_. giving him a big birthday dinner, I had. to help. pick.the turkey whiqh.’.:. 
"us. Seemed. like a tremendous job to a little girl, ce) aS ya PRES 

| : It fell to my lot to go to school to both Henry and Mose, 
Henry was ordained to preach in Jackson Church and afterwards .became 
the pastor, Wnen I was twelve he baptised Charlie and me, | eG 


: Mose was a very strict teacher, He taught at Maple Branch 
School, three miles from home, and we walked back and forth together,. 


- 0 me’ £4est memory I have of my. brother Fred was on his: 21st... 
: birthday, He had just graduated from medical college and mother was ~*~ *.:: 
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One day he said that I would have to stay after school until I learned 


fractions, I was horrified but. I had no choice, We were alone and He Gs os 


kept me there, I have never forgotten fractions! 


One very, very windy day 


in Fevruary the house caught on — 3 


fire, The wind blew the fire go that the well curb, the smoke house, -. 
the stables, the pig pens and the chicken houses were. burned, Pigs died 
in their pens and chickens caught on fire, Few things were saved - 


, nothing from the upstairs rooms ~ theré was no. insurance, The family 


tried to keep the news from Mose, who was in school at Mercer, but-he 
read it in the Sylvania Telephone and came home to help, oO 


: Dr, Charlie said "You can!tt keep a good man down" and he 
built again to the same chimeys, This time a six room house ~ four 
rooms with a long hall and kitchen ana dining room, Four years later 


the second house burned - everybody 
built again to the same chimeys, A 


was away from home, Dr, Charlie 
different style house, — 


3 In this family of eight children the mother's gentle voice 
and wise counseling meant everything, She trained them well - two 
doctors, Dr, Fred and Dr, Charles Jr,; two preachers, Reverend Henry 
and Reverend Doctor Moses; ono farmer, Warren and one carpenter-~druggist 
Winborn Lawton, Sallie, beautiful wife and mother, while I, Kate, became 
the wife of Dr, Vance C, Powers, Widowed while still young I reared my 
only child, Vance Jr,, by teaching school, Mary's oldest, Winborn B, 
died of diptheria when he was six, ‘the only one of nine children .to. 
have blue eyes like his father, When all were settled into homes of 
their own Sallie came back to care for her parents, , 


One day the messace came. 


"Mother very 111", Fred, Henry and 


Kate hurried home but she lived only a short while, With Henry and Kate 


" by her bedside she began to leave us, Henry repeated the 23rd Psalm « 


"Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no 


evil" Here she took it up and said " 


her last words - a brave, christian 


and Charlie the doctor was preparing 


For thou art with me" those were 
woman, Dr, Fred was out on an errnnd 
a shot, but the time had come for 


her to leave us and go to a well earned rest, 


In a few years the home p 


lace was sold and Henry took his 


father to his ow home and cared for him as long as he lived, He and 
Mary, their children fred, Charlie and Sallie sleep in Middleground 


Cemetery along with W.3. who passed away so lo 


ng ago, 
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INTRODUCTION 


Our attempt to condense some of the anecdotes and 
achievements of the family into a workable and interesting fore 
mat has no doubt resulted in errors and abundant omissions. We 
have avoided dwelling on the wag-time services of the family and 
have chosen instead to attempt a general over-view of the 
exemplary characteristics of the family. We do not claim to have 
noted the most important contributions made by some ancestor or 
relative, though we tried hard to find these. The fact that only 
a few could be included is self evidens. 


One will note that simple conformity is not what has made 
ours an important American family. The prevalent, unifying 
characteristic found in the natures of these people inoluded in 
this Skit has been the desire to see America, however they perceive 
it, as a nation they love and one for which they took a personal 
. interest in helping to build and improve. 


It is for these people, those included and those omitted, 
that we as a family should be proud and for whom .we as a nation 
Should be grateful. Our nation has historically been one of 
strength through conflict. We have supplied a disproportionately 
large share of both. Oub family reflects much that is best in 
America ... neither is always right (and neither is easily 
referred to as a single, homogenous group), but somehow we manage 
to do very well, indeed. ' 


And now company is coming to see Ann and Fay. 


) ANN: Everybody pull up ‘chairs. It's good to see you: 
hello, helio! 


FRANCIS: I've just become interested in family history. 
Can any of you tell me anything about the beginnings of the Lawton 
family? 


EDWARD: Yes. The Lawtons originally came from Cheshire, 
England. George Sherwood, Record Searcher of London, wrote in 
19542 “The Lawtons of Lawton Hall, Cheshire, still there, are one 
of the oldest families in England, dating from the 12th century, 
when surnames first began to be handed out." 


FRANCIS: That's very interesting, but I'm particularly 
curious about what the Lawtons and their allied families have done 
in America since our founding. That is, what contributions over 
and above their actual work have they made to their cities, their 
States, the country or the world that made living easier and 
better for their fellow msn and for us? 


EDWARDs Well, the first Lawton ancestor we have a record 
of is William Lawton. He was born in Wales in 1723 and emigrated 
to America in 1748, settling on Edisto Island, near Charleston,S.C. 


Joseph Lawton, Jr. was born October 18, 1753. On 
March 18; 1775, when he was not quite 20, he married 18-year old 
Sarah Robert. His early years were devoted to planting, rearing 
seven children to maturity, and founding the Lawtonville Baptist 
Church, with his brother Benjamin, in 1778. He was elected to the 
South Carolina House of Representatives in 1784. In 1792 and again 
in 1795, he served as a Commiséioner upon appointment by the State 
Legislature to lay out public roads. He also served as a Justice 
of the Quorum and as a Justice of the Peace in the 1790's, the 
latter office approximating our presenteday Circuit Judge. 


According to their greategrandson, Joseph Thomas 
Robert, it is to Sarah Robert Lawton that we owe the precedent of 
the first Lawton Family Reunion. It was held in 1831 when. she 
"determined" to invite all of her children and grandchildren then 
living tp meet together at her residence, Mulberry Grove. Eighty- 
five persons wame and spent the whole day. 


ANNs Determined did you say? 


EDWARD: Yes; didn't you lkmow their descendants have a 
determination .gene? } 


ANN: Well, that's in about all of us, isn't it? 
EDWARD: It really is. 


As far as we know the next Reunion was hosted by 
William A. Lawton and his wife on August 6, 1936 at their home - 
the Lawtoj-Willingham House - in Lena, S.C. 


SUSAN: Did they put much emphasis on education? 


LAWTON: Good heavens yes! The Black Swamp Academy was 
incorporated in 1818 by three Lawtons, two Roberts and two Maners. 


SUSAN: We were founding schools that far back? 


LAWTON: Sure. A record of this is contained in the 
Accounts of The General Assembly of South Carolina, dated December 
1818. But even before this, Dr. George Mosse was a founder of the 

Georgia Medical Society. In 1795, he was a founder of the First 
Baptist Church of Savannah. He died in 1806. 


In 1819, Hon. George Rhodes, husband of two sisters 
who were granddaughters of Joseph Lawton, founded the Lawtonville 
Academy, and was its first Headmaster. It later became Morrison 
Adacemy, and is now a part of the Estill Public Schools. In 1860, 
he signed the Ordinance of Secession. 


Almost all of Dr. Richard Furman's adult life,: -<« 
~Qo 


aside from his ministerial duties for which he was famed, was 

devoted to promoting assistance for higher education for young men. 
Within a few months after his death, on August 25, 1825, the Furman 
Academy and Theological Institution was founded at Edgefield, S. C., 
the first of the Baptist Institutions of higher learning in the 
South. It continues today at Greenville, S.C. as Furman University. 


The Robert Family has had its fingers in the 
founding of Robert College in Istanbul and of Moorehouse College 
in Atlanta. 


MARTHA: Where did Pierre Robert come in? 


FAY: He emigrated to Santee, S.C. in 1686, and founded 
the Huguenot Church in South Carolina. A marble tablet in the 
church in Charleston, 8. C. is in memory of Pasteur Pierre Robert, 
the first Huguenot minister in Carolina. 


His family was forced to flee from the religious 
persecutions of protestants in France, and, after a brief stay 
in Switzerland, the Roberts moved to America when the land was 
still young and religious tolerance was prevelant. It is, perhaps, 
because of the memory of such religious restrictions that our 
nation has, since its inception, embraced the freedom to worship 
a8 we please as a fundamental right of man. 


We have not always been able to remember what brought 
us here, however. ; 


ELEANOR: I've heard that, in the latter part of 1833, 
Dr. William R. Erwin and his wife, Mrs. Julia Robert Erwin, and 
her sister-in-law, Mrs. Rachel Rhodes Robert, kicked up quite a 
ruckus in the little Kirkland Baptist Church, near Erwinton, 8S. C. 
Some one said that they left the Kirkland Church and constituted 
themselves ~ just the three of them - a Church of Disciples, or 
Christians, meeting in a private home for a while. Can anyone 
tell me what caused this. break? | 


LAWTON: O yes; they were tried for heresy and ex- 
comminicated. The two points of argument were the weekly 
celebration of the Lord's Supper, and the right of a layman to 
preside at the Table, break the Bread and pass it to others. It 
was quite a trial, with the Moderator being Deacon William Henry 
Robert, Father of one defendant and Father-in-Law of the others. 


New members soon joined them from the church they 
had left and from other churches. Among these was Gen. James D. 
Erwin, the brother of Dr. William R. Erwin. These two brothers 
built a new little church, a mile beyond Erwinton, and it was 
named Antioch because in the llth Chapter of Acts, verse 26 "The 
Disciples were first called Christians at Antioch." 


From this small church many faithful people have 
used their efforts to organize Christian churches in Atlanta, 
Macon and Augusta, Ga. 


SUSAN: Benjamin William Lawton was born September 22,1822 
eat Black Swamp, 8. C., the son of Joseph James Lawton and Phoebe 
Jane Mosse Lawton. He was elected to the House of Representatives 
from Barnwell District for one term - 1850-52. 


: He was a delegate to the Secession Convention and 
signed the Ordinance of Secession in 1860. . 


In 1862, he was elected to the S.C. Senate. He 
served in the Senate from 1862 to 1865, until the new Constitution 
was adopted. He was again elected in 1866. 

‘ Before that, however, Hon. Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr., 
of "Cypress Vale" Plantation, served as Justice of the Peace, State 
Representative, State Senator, and Delegate to the Nullification 
Convention in 1852. He was born August 27,1800 and died December 
5, 1862. . 


i 
FLORENGE: JI think it is interesting, too, to remember that 
Benjamin T. D. Lawton, a planter of St. Peter's Parish, was the 
founder of the Town of Lawtonville which flourished from 1812 to 
1895; and that his grandson: | | | 


John Williamson Peeples was a founder of the 
Town of Estill and one of its first businessmen. 


Also Rev. Alexander Scott, who married Elizabeth 
Robert Grimball, was the founding pastor of Black Swamp Baptist 
Church. He and Elizabeth were parents of the Hon. Abram Marshall 
Scott, elected Governor of Mississippi in 1831. Rev. Alexander 
Scott was also a founder of the Georgia Baptist Association in 1785. 


ELEANOR: Yes, that is very interesting. And I don't wane’ 
to forget that amomg our forbears are John Adams, John Quincy Adams, 
Theodore Roossvelt, Woodrow Wilson, the second, sixth, twenty-sixth, 
and twehty-eighth Presidents of the United States, respectively. 

I wonder when we will have another one. 


MARTHA: I have heard that John Lawton, born 1830 end died 
1908, deserves a place in family history if for no other reason 
than that his descendants comprise nearly half of the white populae- 
tion of Estill, S. C. _ 


In his address, The Lawtons of Robertville, E. L. 
Inabinett quotes from a letter John wrote to a Mr. Hazel at Transpine 
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Plantafion on his return home: from the War of 1861 when he found 
his home had been burned. He asked ir. Hazel to send him his 
"circular Saw, which my Uncle, Col. A. J. Lawton, had buried 
under his house to save for mo during :the recent invasion." ‘hig 
request was indicative of his dauntiless character. 


Without any solicitation on his part, he was 
chosen to represent Hampton County in the state legislature for the 
years 1886-1887. : 


He was,an ordained deacon of the Pipe Creek 
Baptist Church, and authored the resolution to change the name to 
Lawtonville Baptist Church. He handled the construction of the 
first parsonage and built the baptismal pool at Old Lawtonvilis 
Baptist Church. His wife, Elizabeth Stoney Peeples, donated the 
money, $500.00, for the purchase of the lot in Estill on which 
the present Lawtonville Baptist Church stands. 


ANN: Hello, Alice. Glad to see you, Sugar. 

ALICE: You have anything for me to do? 

ANNs You like books? 

ALICE: 0, yes. 

ANN: Well, here is one called Low Country Artistry by 
your great uncle, Carew Rica. You can sit right down here if 
you would like to. 

ALICE: There are a lot of books on that table. 


ANN: Yes, and they have all been written by our cousins. 
But I think you will have to be a little older to enjoy them. 


ALICE: What are their names? 

ANN: Annie Elizabeth Wade Miller - Our Family Circle. 
She also wrote Carolina Pioneers, but I don't 
have a copy here. 

James Henry Rice, Jr. - Aftermath of Glory, illustrated 
with criginal scissors 
silhouettes by Carew Rice; 
Glories of the Carolina Coast. 

Annie W. Willis - A Family History. 

Henry Martyn Robert = Robert's Rules Of Order. 


Clinton Roy Dickinson = Wages and Wealth 
A Short Story - The Ultimate Frog 


Edward P. Lawton - A Saga of the South. 
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Mra. John Hanmshan - A Place in History - a record 
of the Davant Family. 


Rev. Dr. E. H. Peeples: Tales of Ante Bellum Hiiton 
Head Isiand Families. 


-Xenier Lawton (Mrs. Thos. O., Sr.) - Allendale on 
the Savannah. : 


Heard Robertson = Augusta and the American Revolution. 
| Ed J. Cashin, not related to us, is 
the co-author. 


Cecelia B. Robertson - Respect This Stone. It contains 
| biographical sketches of people 
buried in St. Paul's Churchyard, 
Augusta, Ga. 1783-1820. Sales 
benefit St. Paul's Church. 


T. Heard Robertson and Thomas H. Robertson, father and 
80n, resp., compiled that s 
Bicentennial Map of Augusta,Ga. 
and Surroundings, Sales benefit 
Augusta Bicentennial Commission. 


Mrs. Robert F. Seedlock - Colonial Education in Savannah. 
This is being published this 
month to become a part of the 
public school curriculum. 


As you see, a few of the above named publications are 
not here. 1 thought, however, that you would be interested in 
knowing of their existence, 


EDWARD: Did any of you know that 1976 is the one hundredth 
anniversary of the first publication of Rules of Order by Henry 
Martyn Robert? It was first published by S. C. Griggs & Co. in 
Chicago, Ill. on February 19, 1876. A hevised edition was published 
in 1915. In 1970, his daughter-in-law, Sarah Corbin Robert, with 
the assistance of her husband, Henry M. Bobert Iti, Jams W. Cleary 
and William J. Evans published a new edition, known as Robert's 
Fules Of Order Newly Revised. This is the current "Last Word" on 
the subject. As of that printing there were 2,750,000 copies in print. 


The principles of courtesy and fairness that Genl. 
Robert wrote are not 100 years old but 100 years ypung. So it is 
fitting that there is a petition ciroulating in the country to 
issue a stamp to commemorate this milestone. It says, in part: 
“There is great diversity in the organizations that use Robert 'a 
Rules. They seek peaceful and correct procedural methods through 
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the use of these Ruhes. Therefore, Genl. Robert has been and 
continues to be a great influence in putting the U. 8. democratic 
principles into practice." Here's a copy of the petition you may 
&ll sign before you leave. | 


Personally he was a man of a great deal of 
character. He once refused payment for a college lecture, saying: 
"A man who knows anything is ‘in debt to those who are less 
fortunate, and he can only pay the debt by imparting that knowledge." 


His closing sentence in a letter of August 2, 1916 
to his granddaughter was: So use your talents that others will 

be glad you possess them." He wrote this seven years before his 
death, on May 11, 1923. 


One of his favorite quotes was: 


“Dare to be a Daniel, 

Dare to stand alone, 

Dare to have a purpose firm, and 
Dare to let it known." 


MARTHA: I wonder how many of us in our time have taken 
these fares! 
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EDWARD: Oh, I'd say quite a few of us have. 


SUSAN: For one, Cousin Lily Stafford, of Lawton, Oklahoma. 
She was recognized in 1973 for her contribution to the history of 
Lawton, Oklahoma, the State of Oklahoma and the Southwestern Plains 
States as the founder of the now famous "Museum of the Great Plains," 
She began this museum in an empty basement room in Lawton High 
School, where she taught, in 1921. For many years she was the 
only one interested in the project. It 48 now housed in a beautiful 
brick building, and contains a very large, authentic collection of 
pre-historic animal and Indian life. Courin Lily and her sefence 
students prepared these specimena for showing in the Museum, 
Thousands visit it each year. It is no wonder that, in 1955, she 
was presented the "Service to Oklahoma Youth Award." 


FLORENCE: Alexander R. Lawton and his two Sisters, Nora : 
Cunningham and Inlu Mackall, provided Savanneh with an auditorium 
in memory of their father, General Alexander R. Lawton. The city 
had none at that tims. It was called the "Lawton Memorial" and 
is now the Greek Orthodox Church. It is located on Bull S8t., two 
blocks south of Park Ave. 


Sarah Cunnéngham, daughter of Nora. waa a 
suffragette in her youth, before Women's Lib as wa know it today. 
She donated the library at Bethssda orphanage, near Savannah. 
Recently she gave a Golden Age Club, complete with building and 
endowment, to the city of Savannah. She was a great lady, of the 
type they're "not making any more." She died just last week. 
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FRANCIS: I've heard some tales I'd like to verify about 
Clinton Roy Dickinson. -One is that, as an undergraduate at 
Princeton, one Saturday night with some companions he came to a 
great 25-foot sun dial entirely covered by canvas,awaiting 
dedication as a gift from Oxford University. With thé help of his 
companions, he shinnied up finder the canvas and hung a Pabst beer 
bottle by its blue ribbon in the mouth of thse swan that was the 
topmost decoration. When it was unveiled the next day by none 
other than Woodrow Wilson, the whole thing looked like an Ad for 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer. After avoiding the proctors for several 
days, he shot it down at night with a .22. 


FAY: Did you know he was a member of the Bostick family? 
FRANCES: Yes. 


FAY: Then Surely you should not have any doubts about 
that being true. It really happened just as you have said. 


He also had a serious side. As & young man, he was 
on the Harding Unemployment Commission. He and the great labor 
unionizer, Samuel Gompers, were alone in issuing a minority report, 
recommending that wages be raised and not lowered during that 
unemployment crisis. He wrote a book, entitled "Wages and Wealth," 
published by the Princeton Press in 1931, that set forth the same 
principle. On March 5, 1933, he dedicated a copy to his son, 
Philemon, with the notations "To my son in the hope that he will 
live long enough to see these principles accepted as good economic 
theory instead of heresy as they are today." | 


He was also a great short story writer. His tale of 
a man's impossible quest, "The Ultimate Frog," won the O'Henry 
prize for the best short story of 1924. It has been published in 
many forms end languages. It was also used as an example of 


perfect English in many schools. 


His main Credo was "Nothing Too Much", learned from 
the ancient Greeks. , 


He made Who's Who in America almost from the beginning. 


SUSAN: We all have a wonderful legacy from Cousin Annie 
Elizabeth Wade Miller in "Gur Femily Circle." This was first 
published in 1951 and was reprinted in 1957. This means she wrote 
it way back before the time of Air Mail and good roads. She really 
dug for that information. It is a truly impressive contribution 
to our immediate family and to anyone interested in the history of 
our part of the country. 


In 1974, Rev. Robert E. H. Peeples and his wife, 
"Miss Cora", of Hilton Head Island took on the job of up-dating 
this book. They have made it an even more interesting and valuable 
volums. Copies of this third edition are still available. 
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FLORENCE: Wasn't there a Miller who was quite a big-wig 
over in Athens, Ga.? : 


ELEANOR: Yes; that was.Cousin Annie's-son, Julian H. 
Miller, Sr. Though he retired from the University of Georgia 
Science Department on June 30, 1958, he continued to write 
Scientific and technical articles ~- about 75 - until hw died in 
1961. The Plant Science Building at the University of Georgia 
is named in his honor. He was inducted into the University of 
Georgia Hall of Fame in November 1972. 


MARTHA: Were there other women in our family who have 
made significant contributions to their areas? 


ELEANOKs Yes, there have been several. 


firs. T. H. Tift, daughter of Col. Thomas Henry 
and Cecelia Baynard Willingham, founded Tift College in Georgia. 


Dr. Nan ines Robert, of New York City, made the 
first edition of Who's Who in American Women for her contributions 
to the world of biology and medicine. 


Allene Lawton Weyman Stone, working side by side 
with her hueaband, Sugene E. Stone III, established, in 1933, the 
Stone Manufacturing Co. with 5 employees, which was quite a Dare | 
for that time. Today they provide employment for 2,000 people in 
South Carolina and North Carolina - quite a contribution to their 
neighbors I would say. 


In 1966, Allene, or "Linky" as she is known, 
inspired the publication of a book entitled "Bridging the Gap." 
it is a guide to early Greenville, S. C. 


Florence D. Lawton provided the inspiration for 
the founding of ths Atlanta Woman's Exchange, which opened in 
Buckhead on October 1, 1975, 


FRANCIS: I think the story of Samuel Miller Lawton, 
oldest child of Thomas Oregon Lawton, Jr. and bessie filler 
Lawton Js a truly thrilling one. he was born in Estill, S. Cc. 
and became blind in infancy. Through excellent parental training 
and personal applicaticn, and the partnership of his devoted wife, 
Alice Stocton, he became exceptionally proficient in hia chosen 
profession of preaching and teaching. He served schools in South 
Carolina and Arkansas, and had a radio program for twenty years. 


His greatest contribution to our country was in 
his service for the blind of the whole United States. By his 
zeal, and the work of the good Lord through him, he saw the 
attitude of society begin to change. People began to accept the 
fact that the blind can perform valuable services in our world, 
using their own abilities, creativity and ingenuity. 
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He founded the South Carolina Aurora Club of 
the Blind. 


_ #fe-was given a citation by the South Carolina 
State Legislature and chosen Man of the Year for the Southeastern 
States by the Sertoma Clubs. Also,;.he was chosen Man of the Year 
for the South Carolina Association of the Blind. He was listed 
in Who's Who in America. 


After his death, on November 3, 1971, a request 
came to his family from London, England that he be listed as one 
of the "1000 world citizens of greatest renown using his abilities 
for all mankind." 


FAY: What a Man! His was a double Dare. 


EDWARD: Going back to 1864 and the subject of education 
for a moment, i found it interesting to learn that in that year: 
Ephraim Baynard, Uncle of Cecelia Baynard Willingham, mde a gift 
of $166,000 to an otherwise doomed College of Charleston. 


ANN: Isn't "Menny" Lawton pretty much on the b&ll himself? 
MARTHA: Who is Manny? 


BDWARDs He is Marion Russell Lawton, and he lives in Estill. 
You are right, Ann, he has been very much on the ball. He became the 
first Chairman of the Hampton County Republican Party. He was also 
founder and first chairman of the Board of Trustees of Patrick 
Henry Academy. He holds the Silver Beaver Award in recognition of 
his work on the Boy Scout Council. He serves as en Elder of the 
Presbyterian Church. He is listed in the National hegister of 
Prominent Americans for 1970-71. He has written numerous newspaper 
stories, and is in the process of writing a book about his “orld 
War II experiences. His survival cf these is almost unbelievable. 


Presently he is servirg on the Coastal Plains 
Regional Commission, which promotes economic and scientific 
development in five states, 


FLORENCE: R. G. Lawton was one of the founders of the 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church in Shreveport, La. 


BLEANOR: Edward Lawton Daugherty, visiting here with us 
tonight, started the Arts Festival in Atlanta 23 years ago. 
From a few paintings hung on ropes in the back yard of his office 
building, it has grown to a tremendous event in Piedmont Park for 
a week in May. Many thousands attend every year. 


Edward also conceived the idea of a Wild Garden 
of Georgia planta in the grounds of the present Governor's Mansion. 
This has since been moved to the Atlanta Historical Society grounds, 
and is maintained by the Georgia botanical Society. 
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FAY: Have any of you heard that Margaret Lawton of 
Greenville, S.C. lost her husband, Dr. Hugh P. Smith, on 
January 50, 1976? This was a loss to the entire State and not 
just to his family. He headed the important medical organizations 
of the county and region, and served in top leadership positions 
in the State. 


FRANCIS: I keep hearing people referring to "Streak" 
Lawton. Tell me something about hin. 


SUSAN: For one thing, he did not start the Streaking Fad. 
His real name is Winston Alven Lawton. He lives in Estill, S.C.” 
He was graduated from Clemson College, where he played football 
and earned the nickname "Streak". 


He was elected to serve four years in the State 
Senate. He has served as Chairman of the Board of Deacons in the 
Lawtonville Baptist Church and has taught the Men's Biblé Class 
for over twenty-five years. He served on the Town Council, was . 
Deputy District Governor of the Lion's Club, District Commander 
of the American Legion, and past Master of the Masons. 


Always interested in sports, he is Iptay 
Representative for his district, helping raise funds for athletic 
scholarships to Clemson. 


SUSAN: One question started a lot of sharing tonight. 
It sounds to me like there has been a lot of Daring in our family 
since General Robert. le enjoyed being with you, Ann and Fay. 
Good night. 
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Majestic avenue of oaks that once lead to the Lawton house. 
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The proliferations of the surname 
Lawton on Hilton Head Island, e.g. Law- 
ton Creek, Lawton Wood, Lawton Fields, 
Lawton Ditch, Lawton Pond, Lawton 
Road (realigned former Lawton Ave- 
nue which originally paralleled on Pope 
Avenue), Lawton Villas and Lawton 
Plantation, have aroused the curiosity 
of Island lovers. Why is the name Law- 
ton spread across the southern part of 
the maps of Hilton Head produced dur- 
ing the federal occupation years 1861- 
1868? 

Well, cherchez la femme! 

The lady was an Island-born beauty, 
a brunette of Irisn and English extrac- 
tion. Her father, militia Captain James 
Stoney, a life-long Episcopalian, had 
been settled at Otterburn Plantation on 
the west bank of Broad Creek since his 
1793 marriage to his first love, Eliza- 
beth Mosse. They had a town house 
in Beaufort, a summer retreat from Ot- 
terburn. 

Of their fifteen children they raised 
only two! The first, a son born in 1795, 
became the stalwart Dr. George Mosse 
Stoney who would inherit Otterburn in 
1827 and about whom we know a great 
deal. 

A daughter, born 24 Feb. 1807, is our 
heroine, Martha Sarah, named for her 
two youngest Mosse aunts. 

When Martha's brother George Mosse 
Stoney received his M.D. degree in 1815 
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by Rey. Robert E. H. Peeples 





and married Catherine Adams Jenkins 
of Jenkins Island Plantation, she was 
pleased to have a sister. Their three 
babies, born 1817, 1819 and 1821, were 
the source of still more delight to her. 
So when handsome and wealthy planter 
Thomas Henry Barksdale, although 
twelve years her senior and an Episco- 
palian, proposed marriage, she readily 
accepted. They began keeping house in 
his recently completed Scull Creek Plan- 
tation House. Thomas Henry had a 
double avenue of Magnolia Trees plant- 
ed from the house to its Scull Creek 
landing just to please Martha. 


As a planter of sea island cotton 
Thomas Henry Barksdale was a great 
success, quickly adding 290-acre Bald- 
win Plantation in 1826 to his 2600-acre 
Scull Creek Plantation with its 80 slaves. 
Martha’s inheritance was 1820-acre Cal- 
ibogia Plantation with its 156 slaves. 
needed for its extensive rice fields. Cali- 
bogia Plantation, now part of Sea Pines, 
was composed of Lots 40 through 44 
as shown on Dr. Mosse’s 1783 survey 
of Landgrave Bayley’s 1698 Barony. In 
1832 it stretched from Stoney’s Brad- 
dock’s Point Plantation to Pope’s Point 
Comfort Plantation, from the Atlantic 
to Broad Creek, including Calibogué 
Cay, then simply named Long Island. 


Since Thomas and Martha (Stoney ) 
Barksdale had no children, they infor- 
mally adopted Josephine Barksdale Pol- 
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hill, infant orphan of one of Thomas’ 
relatives. Thomas has been described 
by a somewhat less than objective writ- 
er as “a worldly young man.” His es- 
tate inventory included “three liquor 
cases, a thermometer, one sword cane, 
one silk umbrella and a microscope.” 
plus $4,410.00 in cash when he died 
intestate in August 1832 when only 36 
years old. Three of his Barksdale rel- 
atives immediately sued Martha and 
won substantial court-ordered  settle- 
ments in cash which were far beyond 
even the vast estate’s ability to pay. 


The beleaguered young widow named 
her uncle, Col. Alexander, Lawton, ex- 
ecutor of her deceased husband’s estate. 
and with her foster daughter, took up 
residence at her Aunt. Martha’s Mul- 
berry Grove Plantation near Robertville. 
A Lawton cousin, Elias Gabriel Jaudon. 
Jr., of French Huguenot extraction, was 
sent as Overseer of Martha’s Calibogia 
Plantation where an estate livestock in- 
ventory, still extant in The Lawton Pa- 
pers in the South Caroliniana Librarv 
in Columbia, showed 63 cows, 33 sheep. 
31 hogs and 10 goats on hand in No- 
vember 1833. 

Col. Lawton on 12 Dec. 1832 ordered 
2600-acre Scull Creek Plantation sold.to 
satisfy the court order. On Thursday. 
17 Jan. 1833, his first cousin, planter 
William Seabrook of Edisto Island. who 
had entertained the Marquis de Lafay- 








ette at his Mansion House there in 1825, 
bought 1600 acres which he renamed 
Seabrook Plantation, now included in 
Hilton Head Plantation. Squire Pope 
bought the remaining 1000 acres with 
its great Scull Creek House, which he 
renamed Cotton Hope Plantation, Mar- 
tha brought in all the Scull Creek House 
furnishings and moved them to Robert- 
ville. She also had Col. Lawton draw 
up her will in which she provided $1,000 
to support a “ministry at the Hilton 
Head Baptist Church” and 9600 for 
Beaufort Baptist Church. In 1835 she 
helped support a missionary to Negroes 
on Hilton Head, the Rev. Mr. Moody. 


Martha also visited her Aunt Phoebe 
and her husband, the Rev. J oseph James 
Lawton, at their plantation on the head- 
waters of the Coosawhatchie River in 
Barnwell District. There she began to 
take an interest in the work as well as 
the person of her young cousin, Rey. 
Joseph Alexander Lawton. Born in De- 
cember 1811 on the banks of the Mise 
sissippi River near Natchez, he had 
graduated from Madison University in 
New York and had been ordained to 
the ministry in Black Swamp Baptist 


Church. 


In April 1836 Martha became a Law- 
ton when she and the Rev. Joseph were 
united in marriage, a marriage which 
lasted 44 years. The Rev. Joseph had 
a small house built next to his father’s 
home and there they lived until after 
their son was born in 1838. He was 
given a distinctly non-Lawton but Bib- 
lical name of Samuel. A second son was 
born 31 August 1841 and received an- 
other non-Lawton name, Paul. 
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In 1837 the Rev. Joseph authorized 
his cousin Elias Jaudon, Overseer at 
Calibogia Plantation, “to let the negroes 
go to town (i.e, Savannah) for their 
Christmas.” They probably traveled on 
the steamer William Seabrook aboard 
which in 1838 were shipped the 44 bales 
of fine sea island cotton produced at 
Calibogia that year. After drayage, port- 
age, weighing, storing and factor’s com- 
mission, the firm of Taylor & Lawton 
(another of Uncle Alec’s ventures) re- 
mitted a net of $4,440.37. Tobacco and 


rice were also grown commercially, 
marketed in Savannah. 


The Rev. Joseph had 10,362 board 
feet of lumber shipped to Calibogia and 
there built a substantial dwelling facing | 
Lawton Creek at the site of present Six | 
Oaks Cemetery. It was surrounded by 
the usual slave cottages, barns, smoke. 
houses, stables and a Baptist church, 
In the last he was a regular preacher, 
often assisted by his uncle, the Rey, ! 
Winborn Asa Lawton. He also served 
Baptist churches on Daufuskie Island | 
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and Smyrna, Mount Arnon, Philadel- » 


phia, Allendale and Corcord in lower 
Barnwell District. 

Using funds generated by Calibogia 
Plantation, the Rev. Joseph and Martha 
bought 1205 acres adjoining property 
he had inherited near present Allendale. 
There they built a handsome country 
seat felicitously named Rose Lawn Plan- 
tation. Its high ceilings, walls covered 
with ancestral portraits, wide verandahs 
shading the tall, floor-length windows, 
and massive mahogany furnishings bear 
witness still to its unbroken history. 
There in September 1849, their son, 
Paul Stoney Lawton, died shortly after 
his eighteenth birthday. Typhoid was a 
fearsome killer in those days. 

The War began. When Col. Jud- 
son Kilpatrick’s Yankee cavalry over- 
whelmed the area in February 1865, 
they ruthlessly burned a neighboring 
home despite the fact that it was bulging 
with women and children refugees from 
Beaufort District. These were forcibly 
removed and festrained from salvaging 
food, clothes and furnishings during the 
conflagration. 

But Rose Lawn survived. Its prema- 
turely white-haired and white-bearded 
(he was then only 53) master stood mid- 
way the wide entrance stairs to the pi- 
azza, dramatically bared his chest and 
declaimed: 


“I am but a preacher of the Gospel 
with a wife and child to provide for. 
This is our home. Spare it! Shoot me, 
if you must, but spare my home!” 





Perhaps it was his oft-practiced pul- 
pit oratory which persuaded the Yankee 
bummers. But Rose Lawn was saved 
and is still the home of Lawton descend- 
ants. ‘ 

Calibogia Plantation on Hilton Head, 
by then known locally as ‘“Lawton’s,” 
did not fare so well. It fell into Federal 
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hands on 7 Nov. 1861 and was redeemed 
with difficulty by its owners, Samuel 
George Lawton and his foster sister 
Josephine Barksdale Polhill Lawton, un- 
der the Redemption Act of 1874. Their 
difficulty was in borrowing the money 
to pay the accumulated taxes and re- 
demption fees. But after they reacquired 
it, “Lawton’s” could no longer be made 
to yield a profit. 

An era and a race of giants were dy- 
ing. Martha’s Uncle Alec Lawton died 
in 1876, Dr. Ben Lawton in 1879, Mar- 
tha herself on 12 April 1880, buried in 
Smyrna Churchyard, an exile from her 
native Hilton Head Island. Her widowe: 
and Martha’s beloved foster-daughte: 
Josephine decided to share each other’: 
closing years and were married. 

In 1889 “Lawton’s” 1820 acres wer 
sold at public auction to satisfy thei 
mortgage holder. Mrs. Harriett Brook. 
Lawton, who was still unwilling to le 
Calibogia pass from Lawton ownership. 
bought it. But it still could not be 
worked profitably. The end had come 
Will Clyde’s offer to buy “‘Lawton’s” in 
cluded a small profit and Hattie too 
it. 

Josephine Barnsdale Polhill Lawto 
wept copiously as she signed the quit 
claim deed, but the Lawton name re 
mains an indelible part of the Hilto. 
Head Island story to this day. 





* Dear Sister,” 


Letters From Lawton Plantation 


1962 was a fateful year for us. We 
came to Hilton Head Island for the 
first time, in March of that year, fora 
week of our spring vacation. The Law- 
renceville School in New Jersey, where 
my husband, Curtiss, was a Master in 
the Science Department, provides a 
two-week vacation respite in the spring 
just at the time when everyone has had 
enough of winter. We stayed at the 
small William Hilton Inn where 
Chukar Partridge was on the regular 
menu and where a tour of the largely 
undeveloped Sea Pines Plantation 
during the day and historical slide lec- 
tures or a bingo game at night were big- 
time entertainment. We decided to buy 
a lot near the beach with a vague idea 
of using it for a permanent home site 
when Curtiss retired in ten years. 

That summer Aunt Lottie Hitch- 
cock, at age eighty-three, had to be 
taken to a nursing home as she needed 
constant care. She had lived all her life 
in Woodbury, Connecticut, and most 
of it in the eighteenth-century house 
her father, Floyd Frost Hitchcock, 
had bought in 1878. Because of her 
collection of dozens of old bottles of 
all types she had acquired the local 
name of ‘‘The Bottle Woman of 
Woodbury’’. She also had studied the 
history of the people and homes of the 
township and had had many articles 
printed in area publications. The house 
was full, not only of furniture, but 
many ‘‘keepsakes’’, the bottles and 
papers. For the time being it was de- 
cided to store everything in the attic 
and a couple of back rooms and rent 
the house to a young family connected 
with the family firm. We began with 
the attic as it had been the storehouse 
for two generations. Everything con- 
sidered trash was taken out and put on 
the back porch to go to the town 
‘‘dump’’. In this pile appeared an old 
leather hand valise, cracked and dried, 
with its lock gone. I glanced at it, saw 
that it appeared to be stuffed with 
newspapers and suggested that Curtiss 
see if there were anything else of 
interest. He agreed and began remov- 
ing the crumpled and yellowed papers. 
At the bottom he found several packs 
of small letters, some in envelopes, 
some not. We glanced at them hurried- 
ly and put them aside to really look at 
later. Finally everything was boxed 
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and stored but we took the letters home 
with us. Sometime during that year 
Curtiss looked over the packets. One 
contained twenty-two letters, each 
written in a very clear hand on small 
sheets of a fine linen paper. He found 
they had been written in 1867 by his 
paternal grandmother, Eliza Ann 
Summers (Hitchcock), as a young 
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Eliza Ann Summers, taken about 1869 or two 
years after her stay on Hilton Head Island. 


woman of twenty-three, to her sister, 
Sarah. Our interest turned to astonish- 
ment when we realized that the letters 
had been written from the island we 
had visited the previous spring and 
fallen in love with — Hilton Head! 
The other packets proved equally inter- 
esting; they contained letters from two 
of Curtiss’ grandfather’s brothers 
from various Union Army camps, and 
once again the name of Hilton Head 
Island appeared, giving us a warm feel- 
ing of early connection with that lovely 
island. 

When spring came again, we could 
scarcely wait to return to Hilton Head 
to see if we could find any trace of the 


Lawton Plantation house where Eliza 
Ann and her hometown friend, Julia 
Benedict, had lived. By this time 
Curtiss had read through several of the 
letters and learned that Eliza Ann and 
Julia had gone to Hilton Head Island 
under the auspices of the American 
Missionary Association, which was one 
of the agencies involved in educating 
the Freedmen and their children. They 
had lived on the Island for six months 
in 1867 and Eliza Ann had written to 
her sister regularly every six or seven 
days during that period. 

As soon as we reached the Island, we 
contacted Larry Rogers, at that time 
Director of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, telling him of our find and ask- 
ing him for help in locating the Lawton 
Plantation house. He told us he had a 
map Charles Fraser had recently come 
by, which indicated fairly clearly where 
the Lawton Plantation house was. The 
next day we drove in Larry’s car down 
the sand road called ‘‘Plantation 
Drive’’. We parked and walked in the 
general direction of the marsh through 
tall grass, avoiding as best we could 
the thick bushes alongside the foot- 
path. Presently we came to a short 
avenue of towering oaks with festoons 
of Spanish moss hanging lazily from 
the branches; the effect was almost 
that of being in a cathedral. Beyond, in 
a weed-covered open space, was what 
was left of a brick chimney founda- 
tion, with. shards of china and glass 
and handwrought nails scattered 
about. Clumps of a lily-like plant grew 
here and there, and we knew we had 
found the spot where the letters had 
been written over one hundred years 
ago. We took a few pictures, picked up 
a few pieces of pottery and some nails, 
and left satisfied that we had come 
full circle. This area is now, of course, 
Six Oaks Park. 

Back once again in Lawrenceville, 
our lives resumed their ordered way. 
As time passed, however, we felt more 
and more the urge to move permanent- 
ly to Hilton Head Island. The letters 
remained in our thoughts, but we felt 
we'd really have more time to study 
them after we had begun the ‘‘leisurely 
life’? of retirement on the Island so 
they stayed in a box ina closet. 

Not until after we came to live per- 
manently on the Island in 1971, did we 
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really consider working seriously on 
the letters. Curtiss finished reading 
them and occasionally talked of them 
to friends, who generally urged us to 
have them published. We learned there 
was little primary written history of 
the Island in existence, and began to 
feel we should seriously look at the 
letters to see if they did in fact have the 
historical value necessary for publica- 
tion. After some prodding, Curtiss, 
with the aid of a hand lens, began to 
copy each letter, a long and arduous 
task. The more he read the more fas- 
cinated he became. I began to read his 
handwritten copies and felt they truly 
did provide a picture of life on the 
Island shortly after the conclusion of 
the Civil War. 

We wrote to the University of South 
Carolina Press and asked if they might 
be interested in considering the letters 


Lawton Plantation, S. C. 


Dear Sister, 


We are seated in our own parlor, on our own 
plantation all alone, but I will tell you more about 
this (our home I mean) by & by. I willnow 


commence my story from 
the time I left Charleston. 
I believe I told you about my 
visit there. Well, the carriage _.. 





came for us at Mr. Cardoza’s We 


ie ays 


for publication. We received a rather 
casual reply, but it did contain a sug- 
gestion to contact the Director of the 
South Caroliniana Library. This we 
did, and Mr. Inabinet set up an ap- 
pointment. We traveled to Columbia, 
where we met with him and Dr. 
Josephine Walker Martin, who had 
studied the history of the American 
Missionary Association in the context 
of her published history of education 
in South Carolina from 1862 to 1870. 
She and Mr. Inabinet were quite en- 
thusiastic over both the content and the 
fact the letters were originals and 
agreed they would make an interesting 
book which would also contribute to 
the history of the period. 

Below, Islander reader, you will find 
the text of the first letter Eliza Ann 
wrote from Hilton Head Island. 
Islander magazine has elected to pub- 


Jan. 24th, 1867 
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lish this letter in the month of January, 
the first month of the Bicentennial 
Year. It seems fitting to us that Eliza 
Ann’s letter be shared with other 
Islanders in this most important 
month, the 109th anniversary of its 
writing. This is the first time any of 
the letters have been shared with the 
public. Jslander will publish a few 
others, and we hope, in the near future, 
we can arrange for publication of a 
book containing the complete set. It 
is our hope that we may, in this small 
way, shed new light on the lives of 
those left here by the tides of war and 
those who came to minister to them. 
For you who know and love the Island, 
we hope the letters will become an ad- 
venture into part of the history of this 
place as told to you by Eliza Ann Sum- 
mers (Hitchcock) exactly as she lived 
it on Hilton Head Island in the year 
1867. 


gentleman brought us out some seats and after we 
had accepted them he says you are teachers, to 


which we replied in the affirmative. Then he says 


from the North, we gave him the same answer. 
Then he went on you are going to Hilton Head. In 
this way he questioned us until finally he said Capt. 


West had told him about us 
(you remember who he was, 
the one we sailed with from 
N.Y.). Then the mystery was 
unfolded for we had seen 


him talking with several of 
the other passengers. After 
we went inside a lady from 
Mass. asked us nearly the 
same questions, then said 
she was sorry to see us two 
young ladies going out on 
‘such a thankless object. 
She said it was a mistaken 
philanthropy. She was a 
real secish. She was 
on her way to Florida 
to spend the winter. 
Before we reached 
Beaufort we ran 
aground ona sand 
bar and had to stay 
still over an hour for 


Wi 
at half past six and took antes. 
ourselves and baggage to the Vinee ; 
boat, called the Pilot Boy. YY ane 
We took breakfast & dinner WF 

on the boat. There were 
several passengers on the 
boat, some bound for 
Savannah and some 

for Florida, but the funniest 
part of it was every 
one on board seemed 
to know all about us, 
where we were from 
and where we were 
going, what for and 
all but our names. 
We went by several 
places and Forts. 





Sprucebank Farm, Woodbury, Conn. the house 
Eliza Ann lived in prior to her visit to the Island. 


Fort Sumpter and the tide to wash us 
F ort Pinkney after a off. After reaching 
while, Beaufort the Capt. 

We noticed that said we had half an 
we were attracting hour to wait. So one 
considerable atten- of the gentlemen 





proposed we 
went ashore, SO 


tion, so we went out 
on deck. Very soona 
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The F. F. Hitchcock house as it is today. This is the house in which the letters were found. 
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nearly all of the passengers started off for a walk. writing the house shook so we could hardly make a 
Julia & I started off together but two gentlemen straight mark, This is a true picture of the teachers 
came after us and offered their services. The one home. Here stay five teachers beside the Matron, 
that went with me was a Mr. Langdon, the Mr. Wright and one servant making eight in all, 
proprietor of the hotel here. The one with J. we can besides J. and I for a few days. 
not find out his name, but it was the one who was We reached the Home as I said before on Friday 
so inquisitive in the morning. He is to spend the night at seven. Saturday we had a sort of a party, a 
summer here on the Island, but we do not expect kind of a reception for us and a surprise for the 
to see him again for he was going off in another Seabrook girls. Seabrook is a plantation five miles 
direction. We had a very pleasant walk but walked from the Home. Mr. Wright had the forepart of the 
very fast for fear the boat would leave us. We week fitted them out for housekeeping. So on 
reached Hilton Head at seven. Both of the Saturday he got all the teachers on the Island 
gentlemen offered to take care of us and baggage (seventeen in number) together and carrying our 
if Mr. Wright were not there to meet us. Mr. own provisions started on our surprise. J. & I went 
Langdon invited us to go inan ambulance in which 
to his house and stay all ' were six others. We were 


night and in the morning 
he would take us to the 
Wrights, but Mr. W. was: 
there and Mr. L. took our 
baggage and sent it to us 
the next day. He was very 
urgent to have Mr. W. 
and us stop and take tea 
with him and get warm, 
but we concluded we 
would not. We were tired 
and wanted to get to our 
jJourney’s end and as the 
teachers’ home was not 
Jar from there we trudged 
along and soon came to 

It, a little bit of a house 
with a single thickness of 
boards for sides and 
floors, not a bit of 


an hour and three quarters 
going five miles. I rather 
think that was rather going 
ahead of Fannies time. 

The roads are so sandy 
here that the horses can 
only walk. But then the 
reason of our slow driving 
was one of the horses was 
eo so stubborn, it would 

can eS stop stilland would not 

: eer yhee a stir one step and the more 
EI ee: Cet “A he whipped it the stiller it 

- oy aS a. would stand, only it 
% SA would kick at every stroke 

SY, of the whip. The only 
way to Start it at all was 
to have a colored man 
push and another to 
























pullat the bits and 
whitewash or plaster on She: 
the whole Rie and pinch its ear. They 
spaces between the boards , belo oe ren 
on the sides wide enough Gov hen 
so the birds fly through. and real old p sie 
Every house on the ugly things, but 
Island stands on 3 | | coming home 
each ie Sales is : V5 vic rae: LE. canbe ye ue came very well and a 

: fe, 2 eae oe 

not a single cellar here. rs Scis5 Le (Fo "moonlight fa cpa 
Neither is there in a _ Tye Se Vices fetes Shad Ltrs : 
Charleston. The garet is Sy fi a Ce. hes a pei ou about 
considered the coolest . . the dinner. We had roast 
place in the South. The fen pegs af ine Saeary letter frien TCS 46 tee bee}, oysters, baked 
houses here look like barns sister. beans, sweet and Irish 
on Stilts, but the teachers home is so small and light potatoes, apple and mince 
that the slightest wind shakes it and J. & I were pies, pickles, cheese, apples, raisins, fish and 
actually afraid to stay in it for fear it would blow some other things. We thought we would have a 
over and most of the teachers there feel just as we dinner in style for once at least. 
did about it. One day we were there and were Sunday they had no preaching here but I went to 
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Sunday School and had a class of sixteen. Wesang grandfather Summers had, only a great deal higher 
four times and I had to lead everytime. It issome- with no steps. On the way we met one of the 


thing new for me but I have got to get used to it. colored people that he knew. The woman says to 
In all the teachers there is only three or four that him seems to me you be up high. Yes he says don’t 
can sing at all. There were three unmarried men spect to be down low always. Specs to be up higher 


there as teachers and in the evening they all spent yet some day. He is very old and gray, but if we 
the evening with us at the home and we sang nearly noticed a shell oran ything he must clamber down 


all the time. The teachers attribute that call to from his high wagon and get it for us. There are 
Julia and I for in all the time they have been here some real curious things here on the beach called 
they have only had a call from one white man (a the sea biscuit. I mean to bring some home and 
great rarity here) and having three in one evening some Shells and moss, such beautiful moss hanging 
they can account for it in no other way. We are from the trees, forests of live oaks with moss 
younger than most of the teachers, nearly all are trailing on the ground. They dry it here and take it 
old maids. Monday and Tuesday we made our to stuff pillows with. We have a husk bed and 
towels and bedding for housekeeping and Mr. under pillows or bolsters. 

Wright bought our furniture and provisions. Now I will tell you about our home. We first 


Wednesday we moved in three loads, we had two came in sight of the cabins, or quarters, as they 
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The site near Six Oaks Park of the Lawton Plantation house where Eliza Ann Summers lived and wrote her letters (Photo by Bill Dibble) 


carts full besides the one we rode in. We went on call them here. I should think there was as many 

the beach for eight miles and a beautiful drive it as fifty of them around the house. The house itself 

was too. Coney Island beach is not to be compared _isastory and a half as most of the plantation 

with it. On one side of us the broad ocean, on the houses are in this country. It has four rooms on the 

other nothing but forests of Pine & Palmetto trees. first floor, all large and pleasant, with a hall 

Then such beautiful birds and we sawa very large running through the centre of it and stairs going up 

white bald headed eagle and an eagles’ nest. out of it. Two rooms upstairs and a wide piazza 
Old Uncle March carried us out in his cart and extends across the front. This house also is built 

he talked about everything, and pointed out lots up on posts like the rest of them. A very nice cistern 

of places and plantations and told us storiesabout of water is just back of the house. It is the best 

them and when he met any of the colored people water I have had since I started from home, very 

he seemed so proud to be carrying the white misses cool and clear. I wish you could look in upon us 

to ride. He usually rides in a little old cart very to night and I should not need to describe it any 

low, but yesterday he must get a very high one that further. The cheerful lamp and the bright fire in 

he had painted green and in shape like the one that an open fireplace makes even these bare walls 


- 


pleasant. I should not say bare walls for what could 
be found more beautiful to decorate our walls 
than the mistletoe and red holly berries. We have 
quite enough to make us comfortable and expect 
even more when Mr. W. can get things from 
Charleston. I forgot to tell you about the mistle- 
toe branch we went to see on Tuesday. Miss Clary, 
J. and I went to walk on the Drayton plantation, a 
beautiful place near the home, in search of the 
mistletoe bough. As we could not find it, we got 
an old colored man to show it to us. He said he 
wished he was smart enough to climb the tree for 
us and get us some, but he would get some one else 
if he could and send it to us. So the next morning 
before we were up there was a large quantity of it 
brought to us. It is a beautiful vine with white 
berries as clear as glass and grows in clusters like 
the currant. It grows out of oaks and pine trees and 
in cutting open the boughs of trees you will see 
little fine roots of the mistletoe bough running 
clear through the trunk and branches. 

I must tell you about the slight scare we had first 
night we staid here. About two o’clock we were 
awakened by someone pounding at our door and as 
the outside door could not be fastened we knew 
that they were in the hall. We opened the bedroom 
window, unlatched the shutter thinking it might 
be daylight but found the moon still shining. I went 
to the door and spoke but no answers returned 
except by a noise like someone gasping. We knew 
then that it was some one intoxicated. We returned 
to bed and waited until we heard him go out. Then 


we heard a number of voices and jumped up again 
and went to the window. We saw men and women 
passing so did not feel in the least afraid. In the 
morning a colored man who lives in speaking 
distance came in and asked us if we were disturbed. 
He said there was a boat came in from Savannah. 
The crew was almost all drunk. He said he got up, 
went down to the beach and dispersed them. As he 
went by our windows he heard one of us coughing 
so he knew we were awake and was afraid we would 
be frightened we so would not stay. He says if we 
are in the least afraid to open our window and call 
him. He is a very faithful trusty man and is so kind 
to us. Yesterday we asked him to sell us a pint of 
oysters for dinner. We sent over for them and he 
sent back as a present a large quart bowl even full 
of splendid oysters. These are the nicest oysters 
here I ever tasted in my life. He says he shall never 
take any pay for oysters and we can have them any 
time we choose. 
I have not told you anything about our servant 

but will tell you in my next letter. 

We do not commence school until Monday but 
our pay commences from the time we left New York. 
I can think of ever so much to write but cannot 

stay now but will write every week if you will, not 
waiting foran answer. You can tell about my letter to 
the people in the neighborhood but I shall not 

write to any one but you and Jennie at present but 
wish they would write to me. I wrote to Jennie 
Tuesday. My hand aches writing so much, Answer 
immediately and tell me all the news. 





Kinship of Benjamin Themistocles Dion Lawton 





Name 


Brubaker, Simon 

-Glarke; Mary Stone. 
Denson, Barbara Doris 
Elizabeth, Florine 
Hagman, Jeff Michael 
Hagman, Karen Ann 
Hagman, Robert Gustav 
Jr., Pierre Robert 
Lawton, Alexander James 
Lawton, Benjamin Themistocles Dion 
Lawton, Capt William 
Lawton, Charlotte Anne 
Lawton, Joseph 
Lawton, Joseph J. 
Lawton, Mahali 
Lawton, Mary 
Lawton, Mary Elizabeth 
Lawton, Samuel John 
Lawton, Thirza E. 
Lawton, William Henry 
Lawton, Winborn Asa 
Lee, Robert E.,Jr. 
Lynch, Charles Mellen 
Marbut, Lottie Lorena 
Mathews, Clarence 
Mathews, Dr Theodore Dehon 
Mathews, Florine Elizabeth 
Mathews, Phoebe 
Mathews, Rebecca 
Mathews, Thomas Stoney 
Mathews, Thomas Stony 
Mathews, Winborn Edward 
Miller, Clayton Preston 
Miller, Dorothy 
miller, Emmie 
Miller, Henry Morgan 
Miller, Hillary Herbert 
Miller, Hugh Kenneth 
Miller, Marjorie 
Miller, Robert E. Lee 
Morgan, Ada Lawton 
Morgan, Charles 
Morgan, David Lewis 
Morgan, Dr. Theodore Lawton 
Morgan, Elizabeth Estelle 
Morgan, Elizabeth Lawton 
Morgan, Ella 
Morgan, Elton 
Morgan, Emmie 
Morgan, Henry Charles 
Morgan, Lottie Florence 


Relationship with Benjamin Lawton 


Husband of the great-granddaughter 
Grandmother 

Wife of the 2nd great-grandson 
Great-granddaughter 

4th great-grandson 

4th great-granddaughter 
Husband of the 3rd great-granddaughter 
Great-grandfather 

Brother 

Self 

Grandfather 

Sister 

Father 

Brother 

Sister 

Sister 

Daughter 

Brother 

Sister 

Brother 

Brother 

2nd great-grandson 

Husband of the great-granddaughter 
Wife of the great-grandson 
Grandson 

Son-in-law 

Granddaughter 
Granddaughter 
Granddaughter 

Grandson 

Grandson 

Grandson 

2nd great-grandson 

2nd great-granddaughter 

2nd great-granddaughter 

2nd great-grandson 

2nd great-grandson 

2nd great-grandson 

2nd great-granddaughter 
Husband of the great-granddaughter 
Great-granddaughter 
Great-grandson 

3rd great-grandson 
Great-grandson 

2nd great-granddaughter 

3rd great-granddaughter 
Great-granddaughter 
Great-grandson 
Great-granddaughter 
Husband of the granddaughter 
2nd great-granddaughter 
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Miss Florence I. Lawton, 
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the first Llawtens came from ‘ales to Cheshire, England 
during the reign of William the Conqueror 102701087, . 
It was spelled Llawton cnd pronounced "Thl® but when they went : 
to England they dropned one letter "L®, hence 4¢ is npw | 
Lawtone | 
The tinted picture Is Lawton Hall near Stoke-one 
Trent ( @ small river) Cheshire England, with a moat (or 
diteh) to hold water ag no trees grow there to make fenees 
to control cattle, Lavton Hall has been occoupsed by seme 
of the Lauton's Ginee the time of W4lliem the Conqueror | 
1027-1087 A,D, tho, this particular building is not that old, | 
The Lawtons were dissenters, meaning ones who 
separate from the service and wership of an establishad 
chureh in Bugland, a Protestant (formerly alse a Yeman 
Catholic) who disputes the authority or tenente of the 
Chureh of England, 
From Charleston Library. It 1 reaorded that 
the first Loawtona came to CGherleston, 3. C. Just after 
the Monmouth Rebellion {n England and settled in Charleston 
Oyeter Point (01d Charleston) Oyster Bay, 3. GC. before 1700, 
. The Monmouth Rebellion 164961686 was started by 
an Ungilichman and known as a°Protestent Duke” tried to Keep 
9 toman_c-tholfo Duke from suceeeding to the thnone which 


jled hence the lawtons eame to Ameriea with money to 
buy Landd. , 


Hésst Generation of Lawtons,. 





War BOrk -Lawton with his two brothers Inmi grated 
from Gheshire, England with money to buy lands, They _ 


came to Edisto Island, S. C. before 1700, 
Tradition has it that.one brother went fortays. a 





another: ‘ ea the. third bother Winborn lawton settled 


on Edisto Island, 3S. Ce beac Charleston), . 7 : | 
Winborn Lawton had three children 


William Lawton 


“es 


James Lawton — 
Beulah Lawton. 


issn (8S 


The three brothers svceoived a Lendgrant fran 





the King of Englond after they arrived in Charleston, 3, ¢, 





Bega 


Second Generation of Iawtons, 


Captain 


William Lawton, son of Winborn Lawton, it is said 


settled on Hdisto Island, S. C. ( near Chorleston) in 1745, 


He was known as 


Capt. William Lawton. He married three times, 


James lawton,. son of Winborn Lawton, married 


Mary Frampton and had a son named John lawton. 


Beulah 


Lawton, daughter. of Winborn Lawton, elected 


to remain with her brother, Capt. William Lawton on 


Edisto Island, S. Ce 


Note. | John Lawton (3rd generation) son of James Lawton 
and Mary Frampton Lawton, according to Johnston's 
Tradition joined hands with General Gadsden and others 
known as the"Glorious Twenty-Five" in 1766 around the 
Liberty Tree in Charleston, S. C. and swore allegiance 
to the United Colonies, 


No further notice of John or James Lawton except 
the James Lawton, Uncle of Winborn Lawton and “ister 
Mary Frampton (Lawton) 


Captain William Lawton, son ofWinborn Lawton, | 


Married list 


e 


Married 2nd 


Married 3rd 


Vary or Phoebe Clark they had 4 children, 
Josiah Lawton died 1751 

William Lawton, Jr, died Jan. 1, 1759 
Sarah Lawton ' Warriex John Seabrook 
Jeremiah Lawton died May 20,1762 


Susannah Townsend widow of Thomas Winhborn, Jr, 

Issue Winborn Lawton 

Mary Frampton Lawton (Mary Frampton married 
pope. 


Mary Sama, widow of Paul Gramball, md 
had one son, Joseph Lawton. 
Mary SamsGrimball Lawton married Samuel Pick) 4, 


alse aa 


Lawton | Third Generation. 


Lieut.. CSiimisk Joseph Lawton, son of Capt. Willaim 





Lawton.. The Record of Lieut,.. Joseph Lawton Cyclopedia of 

A Vol.2, Page 457-458 Algo Memores of Ga., Vol.2, Page&06 

in the University of Ga, Athens, Gas - | | ‘ 
fhis Joseph Lawton was a Lieutenant in the 

Continental Line during the war of the Revolution 1776-1783.. 


He lived first on Ndisto Is&@and, $. C. later removin 
| MQVae hc Sarron ie “ety ei 20 e ' 
to Beaufort District, where he spent the remainder of his days. - 


Jospeh JAwton only son of Capt. William Lawton and 
| born 1755 4.61 yrs. 
Mary Sams Lawton mathiied Sarah Robert she died 1839 Sixyrmxetds 
: be. 1755 
Children as follows: | 
1 - Rev. William Henry Iawton born Feb.23,1775 
married Catherine maner, 


@Rev. Joseph Joyner lawton nborn 1777 
= Married Phoebe Hesewe no ss E 


3 Thursa lawton born 1779 
married Thomas Polhill he was born 1809, 


nT. De tavton born 1782 A SIGNER OF SESSESION,1861, 
Married Jane mosse in 1806 . 





§ = Charlotte Ann Iavton born Sept.17,17856 
Married James John Robert, 


6 = Alexander James Lawton born Nev.21,17390 
Married Martha Mésse, she died July 26,1836 


TRev. Windorn Asa Iavton born June 23,1793 dted 1878, 
: 1 Married Ure» George Rhodea(Mary Caber 
» re. Igadore Perry : 

3. Miss Lucinda VW, Landrum Married 1827 born 1793,. 


THIS CAME PROM JAUDON BIBLE | 
other children of Joseph Lawton son of Capt, William 
Lawton and Mary Sams Lawton or Mary Winborn Lawton: \ 
Toseph Je Lawton Born Augel19,1777 ROLDAN » 
lary Lawton born May 5, 1778 no issue 
Kary lawton born Septe 20, 1781 no issge 
Samuel John Lawton bern June 22, 1796 no issue, 
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THE LAWTON FAMILY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


First Three Generations 
Compiled by the Rev. Fr. Robort E. H. Peeples 
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IMMIGRANT: Capt. WILLIAM LAWTON, Planter, $t. Johnts Parish, Edisto Ig. 
Colleton County, diod 9=15 Oct. 1757; marriod (1) MARY, dau. — 
of Jeromiah Clarke, 4 children; Josiah (died unmarried), Wm., 
Jv. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (born 1739, died 21 October 
1798) married John Seabrook & loft descendents, Jeremiah {di- 
cd unmarried before 20 May 1762); (2) ec. 1745-4 2 dau. of 
Thomas Winborn, Planter, Wadmalaw Is,, St. Johnig Parish, 2@ © 
childrens Winborn (born Edisto Is. 1745, died James Is. Sept. 
22, 1809) married Mrs. Mary Mathews (22 Aug. 1749 = 10 Feb. 
1839, dau, of Jonathan Frampton) 3 ehildren: Winborn, Jr. 
(1782-24 Mar, 1861), Bouleh (married 29 Jan. 1801 John Hugh- ; 
es) & William, and Mary (dicd unmarried); (3) Mrs. MARY SMS pIeNe 
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widow of Paul Grimball & dau. of Wa . 7 
John Ste Ruake —.-Sugannch_Haneivom, Willian Sox 2 am) . 
Gauewndn Cant ove vie 2 ae A = * ayn ag bn en ot Filo + ? a 3.309 = 
(\2o3-118C) dewslton hia lst wite.tnstisBleke. William & Mary Lewton had 


b 
4 Ten &$tli2asuh one child, Joseph (sce bolow) & after William's death Mary 
@exkeens: married Samuel Piekling, moved from Edisto Is. to Prince Wil- 
liamts Parish, Granville County & died in 1804. 
JOSEPH LAWTON (born Edisto Is. 18 Oot. 1783, died Mulberry Grove Plant- 
ation, Black Swamp, near Robertvillo, S. C. 5 Mar, 1815) on 
18 Mar, 1773 married SARAH ROBERT (born 6 Feb. 1755 St. James 
Parish, Santce, died at Transpine Plantation 6 Oct. 1859,dau. 
of Jacques & Sarah Jaudon Robert, whose fathor, Pierre Robert 
Jr. fled from Basle, Switzerland to S. C. in 1686 with his 
fathor, Rev. Pierro Robert, Freneh Huguenot Minister); their 
eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove Plantation: | 
1, WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON (born 25 Fob. 1775, died 1 Novy. 1827) married 
S51 Oct, 1797 Cathcrine Maner, dau. of Capt. William & Jane Aseneth 
May Maner; seven children. 
2, JOSEPH J. LAWTON (born 19 Aug. 1777, died 1859) marrisd Phoobe (born 
6 Dec» 1781) dau. of Dr, Georce Mosse (born Ireland 1742, died Black 
Swamp, Robertville 17 Feb. 1808) & Dorothy Phoebe Norton (born St. 
Helenats Is. 10 Nov. L751, dicd Black Swamp 1808, dau. of Jonathan 
Norton & Mary Anni Chaplin, dau. of John & Phoebe Ladson Chaplin of 
ae $b. -Holena!s Parish, Boaufort Diste,; S. O.)seceight children. “Tes 

3, MARY LAWLON (born 5 May 1778) died in infancy. 

4. WARY LAWTON (born 20-Sept. 1781) dicd in infancy. 

5, BENJAMIN THEMISTOCLES D!ION LAWTON (born 22 Dec. 1782, died & buried 
Albany, Goorgia 1846) marricd in 1803 Jane Mosse (porn Ste Helena'ts 
27 Dec. 1785, buricd Lavicaville Comctery 1857), sister of Phoebe & 
Martha Mosse; cleven shisdron. 

6. CHARLOTTE ANNE LAWTON {corn °% Sapt. i785) married hor ist cousin, 
Rev.’ dames. Johu Robert <bors Reboot tilile 4 Nov. 1781, died 19 Jan. 
1852, son of John Robowt, fora Santce 15 July 1742, died Robertville 
25 Feb. 1826, and Elizabeth Dixon, erruddau. of IL Landgrave Thomas 
Smith & his 2nd wife, Mavy diyrne, berm 72690, dau. of Edward Hyrne); 
seven children. ; 

7. THIRZA E. LAWTON (born 3° Sept. 1787, died 3 Dec. 1811 in tho ¥icin- 
ity of Natchoz, Miss. wheec he» husband & her two brathers, Joseph 
J. & Benjamin T. D., had immigrated that yoor) married 18 June 1806 
at Black Swamp, Thomas Polhill II, som of How. Thomas & Rachel Pat- 
ton Polhill; threo children. 

8, MAHALI LAWTON (born 14 Sept. 1768} died in infaney. 

9, ALEXANDER JAMES LAWTON (born 21 Now. 1790, died 8 Apr. 1876) married 
15 Nove 1809 Martha Mossé, born 5 Sept. 1789, sister of Phoebe and 

' Jane Mosse: twelve chilaren. 

LO. WINBORN ASA LAWTON (vo#n 23 June 1794, died Lawtonville 25 February — 
1878) marricd (1) Mrs. Mary Hlizabcth Gater Rhodes (born 25 June 
1776, Gted 25 Fob. 286d,. Cans Of inte Cater (11751-1803) & Rachel 
Miles (1755-1802), duu. of Capt. Stias & Eitzabeth McPherson Miles), 
widow of Thomas Rhodes who died 25 Apr. 18093 2 children; (2) Mrs. 
Perry; (3) Inieinda Londmm; five children. 

12. SAMUBL JOHN LAWTON (borer. G2 June “726) oied in Infancy. 
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THR LAWTON FAMILY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


First Three Generations 
Compiled by the Rev. Fr. Robert E. H. Peeples 
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IMMIGRANT: Capt. WILLIAM LAWTON, Planter, St. John's Parish, Edisto Is. 
Colleton County, died 9815 Oct. 1767; married (1) MARY, dau. 
of Jeromiah Clarke, 4 ehildren: Josish (died unmarried), Wm., 
Je. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (born 1759, died 21 October 
1798) married John Seabrook & left descendents, Jeremiah (di- 
ed unmarried before 20 May 1762); (@) ce. 1744=4 oda ary don 
Thomas Winborn, Planter, Wadmalaw Is,, St. John'g Parish, @ ‘ 
children: Winborn (born Edisto Is. 1745, died James Is. Sept. 
22, 1809) married Mrs. Mary Mathews (22 Auge 1749 - 10 Feb. 
1839, dau, of Jonathan Frampton) 5 childrens WAnneiiauses 
(1782-24 Mar, 1861), Beulah (married 29 Jan. 1801 Jo ugh= 
es}) & William, and Mary od unmarricd); (3) Mrs. MARY Ss5S 











——~——- + 7 widow of Paul Grimball & dau, of WitbtenSans—(c.1685-c. L735 
Behn Skene Raw ll &—-SugennchHapetsorzsWirbbameSans- wac..sen_of-Benhan (Barun 
A Candi, Sams—(baptived-2Fsbs-1666-Ho-Pethorton_parish, Somoxset, 


(yt03-2) Sep. (130) Ppejand,—arrived-S<6.—L681;—sen--cf- Thomas &-Mory—Bagce—Gaw& 
dow. Sew hiatet—wife;-Enetis—Bialse, William & Mary Seng Lawton had 
hs (0 30.23) one child, Joseph (sce bolow) & after William's death MaryStew 
ery )5 Yamvewii59 married Samuel Fiekling, moved from Edisto Is. to Prince Wil- | 
Liam's Parish, Granville County & died in 1809 ok Kendtwiih. 
JOSEPH LAWTON (born Edisto Is. 18 Oct. 1753, dicd Mulberry Grove Plant- 
abion, Black Swamp, near Robertville, S. C. 5 Mar, 1815) on 
18 Mar, 17735 marrisd SARAH ROBERT (born 6 Feb. 1755 St. Jameg 
Parish, Santce, disd at Transpine Plantation 6 Oct. L839 ,dau. 
of Jacques(& Sarah Jaucdon) Robort, whose fathor, Picrre Robert 
jx. fled from Basle, Switzerland to S. C. in 1636 with his 
fathor, Rev. Pierro Robert, French Huguenot Minister); their 
eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove Plantation: 
Ll, LIA 4 (born 23 Fob. 1775, dicd 1 Nov. 1827) married 
Oct, 1797 Catherine Manor, dau. of Capt. William & Jane Aseneth 
May Maner; seven children. | ; 


o EPH J. LAWTON (born 19 Aug. 1777, died 1859) married Phoebe (born 
6 Dec» Lvol) dau. of Dr. George Mosse (born Ireland 1742, (ied Black 
Swamp, Robertville 17 Feb. 1808) & Dorothy Phoebe Norton (born St. 
Helena's Is. LO Nov. L751, died Black Swamp L808, dau.s orpvonathan = 
Norton & Mary Ann Chaplin, dau. of John & Phocbe Ladson Chaplin of 
St. Helona'ts’ Parish, Beaufort Dist., S. O.)3 eight children. 

S$. MARY LAWTON (born 5 May 1778) diod in infancy. 

4, WARY LAWTON (born 20 Sept. 1781) diod in infancy. 

NJ! 5 ! TO} WTON (born 22 Dec. 1782, died & buried 
any, Goorgia 46) married in 1803 Jane Mosse (born St. Helenatg 

27 Dec. 1783, buried Lawton ville Comotery 1857), sistor of Phoebe & 

Martha Mosse; eleven ehiudron. 


6. om i (born 2.7 Sapte 1785) married hor lst. cougin, 
ao ee Jehu Robert (bora Robovivihte 4 Nove L78L, died 19 Jan. 
1852, son of John Robert, born Santee 16 July 1742, died Robertville 
25 Feb, 1826, and Elizabeth 21 » eranddou. of II Landgravo Thomas 
Smith & his 2nd wife, Mary Uuyrne, born 1690, dau. of Haward Hymne); 
sevon children. 

nf Push Sa Lee (born 1.7 Sept. 1787, dicd 3 Dee. 18%L in tho viein- 

y of Natehoz, Miss. whero he» husbagd & her two brothers, Joseph : 
J. & Benjamin T. D., had inmigrated that yoar) married 18 June 1806 
: 
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at Black Swamp, Thomas Polhill IT, som of Rav. Thomas & Rachol Pat- 
ton Polhill; three children. 

&. MAHALI LAWTON (born 14 Sort. 170@) diad in infancy. | ‘ 
9. TXAND AMES (born 21 Now. 1780, died 8 ApP. 1876) married _, 
Ove artha Moge@, born 5 Sept. 1789, sister of Phoebe and 
Jane Mogse; twelve chilaren. on 

| AS i (borm 23 June 1795, died Lawtonvillo 233 Pebruary | 
1 marrio rs. Mary Elizaboth Cater Rhodes (borpm 25 June 
L776, died 25 Feb, L@25, dau. of Tlemiasa Cator (1751-1803) & Rachel 
Miles (1755-1802), dou. of Capt. Silas & Wis gabeth MePhorson Miles) 
widow of Thomas Rhodes who died 25 Apr. 1809; children; (2) Mrs. : 
Perry; (3) Lucinda Landrum; five childron. 
Li. SAMUEL JOHN LAWTON (born 22 June 1.796) died in Infancy. 
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THE LAWTON FAMILY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


First Three Gonerations 
Compiled by the Rev. Fr. Robert BE. H. Peeples 


IMMIGRANT: Capte WILLTAM LAWTON, Planter, St. John's Parish, Edisto Is, 


Golleton County, aa 915 Octe 1767: marriod (1) MARY, dau. 
of Jeromiah Clarke, 4 ehildren: Josiah (died unmarried), Wm., 
Jv. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (born 1739, died 21 October 
1798) married John Seabrook & Loft descendents, Jeremiah (di- 
ed unmarried before 20 May 1762): (@) e. 1743-4" A ‘dau. of 
Thomas Winborn, Planter, Wadmalaw Is,, St. John's Parish, 2 
children: Winborn (born Edisto Is, 1745, died James Is. Sent. 
22. 1809) married Mvs, Mary Mathews (22 Auge 1749 = 10 Feb. 
1859, dau, of Jonathan Prampton) 3 ehildren: Winborn, Jr. 
(1782-24 Mar, 1861), Beulah (marricd 29 Jan.'1801 John Hugh- 
es) & William, and Mary (died unmarriod); (3) Mrs. MARY SAxS 
widow of Paul Grimball & dau. of Witbier Sens—_(e.1685-c.1733 


Sams (baoticed -3—Poebs;—166s—io+Petherten Perish, Somerset, 3 
Baglond,—arriyed-s~G.-1681, —sen_of fhemaa Mary Bagge—sa) & 
ets —_bs+—tte,_EastisBheke. William & Mary Stove Lawton had 
one child, Joseph (sce bolow) & after William's death Mary 
married Samuel Fickling, moved from Edisto Is. to Prince Wil- 
liamts Parish, Granville County & died in 1804. 
JOSEPH LAWTON (born Edisto Is. 18 Oct. L783, died Mulberry Grove Plant- 
ation, Black Swamp, near Robertviile, S.C. 5 Mar, L815) on 
18 Mar, 1773 married SARAH ROBERT (born 6 Feb. 1755 St. James 
Parish, Santce, divd at Transpine Plantation 6 Oct. 1859,dau. 
of Jacquos & Sarah Jaudon Robert, whose fathor, Picrre Robert 
Jr. flod from Basle, Switzerland to S. C. in 1686 with his 
fathor, Rev. Pierro Robert, FPreneh Huguenot Minister); their 
eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove Plantation: 
1, WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON (born 235 Fob. 1775, dicd 1 Nov. 1827) married 
$1 Oct, 1797 Catherine Maner, dau. of Capt. William & Jane Aseneth 
May Manor; seven children. 
JOSEPH J. LAWTON (born 19 Aug. 1777, died 1859) marrisd Phocbe (born 
6 Dec. 1781) dau. of Dr, George Mosse (born Ireland 1742, died Black 
Swamp, Robertville 17 Feb. 1808) & eae te! Phoebe Norton (born St. 
Helenats Is. 10 Nov. L751, died Black Swamp 1808, dau. of Jonathan 
Norton & Mary Ann Chaniin, dau. of John & Phoobe. Ladson Chaplin of 
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ype Sts Heblenets Parish, Boaufort Distsy 8. °C.); eilght;chilcren: 


3, MARY LAWTON (born 5 May 1778) diod in infancy. 

4. WARY LAWTON (born 20 Sept. 1781) dicd in infancy « 

5S. BENJAMIN THEMISTOCLES D'TON LAWTON (born 22 Dec. 1782, died & buried 
Albany, Goorgia 1846) marricd in 1805 Jana Mosse (born St. Holenats 
ai Dee. 1783, buried Lawton ville Ca mo tory L857), sister of Phoeba & 
Martha Mosse; eleven ghiidron. 


6. CHARLOTTE ANNE LAWTON (bon 27 Sapte 1785) married hor lst cousin, 
Reve James Johu Robert om Ro} NTE LG 4 Nove 1781, died 19 Jan. 
1852, son of: John Robovt, born Santoe AS July 1742, died Robertvillle 


25 Feb. 1826, and Hilze (eit ‘izon, grnanddau. of II Landgrave Thomas 
Smith & his ond wife, Mary ciyene, berm 1.690, dau. of Edward Hyrme)s 
seven children. 

7. THIRZA E. LAWTON (born 1 Sept. 1787, dicd 3 Dec. 1922 in tho vicin- 
ity of Natehoz, Miss. whscc he» husbamt & her two brothers, Joseph 
J. & Benjamin T. D., had inmigrated that year) married 18 June 1806 
at Black Swamp, Thomas Polhill II, son of How. Thomas & Rachel Pat- 
ton Polhill; throe children. 

8, MAHALI LAWTON (born 14 gers. 270@)} died in infaney. 

9, ALEXANDER JAMES LAWTON {fern 21 Nov. 2790, died 8 Apr. 1876) morrited 
15 Nov. 1809 Martha Moss#, born 5 Sept. L799, sister of Phoebe and 
Jane Mogse; twel.ve ehiicwen. 

LO. WINBORN ASA LAWION (born 25 June 1793, died Lawtonville 23 February 
1878) marriod (1) Mrs. may BRlinaboth dater Rhodes (born 25 June 
L776, died 25 Peb. 1869, dav, of Mivinw Cator (12751-1808) & Rachel 


Wiles (1'765"1802), date of Capt, Silag ¢ ae a abeth McPherson Milos}, 
widow of Thomas Rhovies who died 2" Apw., 18093 2 ehildren; {2) Mrs. 
Perry; (3S) ThueiInda Loridser; five Pay A ag 


11. SAMUEL JOHN LAWTON (bere 82 sume W726) aled in Infaney. 
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IMMIGRANT: Capt. WILLIAM LAWTON, Planter, St. Jofm's Parish, Edisto Lae vA 

: - Colleton County, dled 9815 Oct. L767; marriod (1) MARY, dau. Lay 
of Jeremiah Clarke, 4 ehildren: Josiah (died unmarried), Wm., bay 
Je. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (barn 1759, died 21 October ay 
1798) married John Seabrook & loft descendents, Jeremiah (di- 

ed unmarried before 20 May 1762) ; ( G2) Ce 1745—4 : gor * Wenge 

Thomas Winborn, Planter, Wadmalaw Is,, St. John'g Parish, pt? 

children:i.Winborn {born Edisto Is. 1745, died James Is. Sept. 

22, 1809) married hirs. Mary Mathews (22 Aug. 1749 ~ 10 Feb. © 


1859, dau, of Jonathan Frampton) S.ghi Laren: Winborn, dr. 

(1782-24 Mar, 1861), BoulahS(marricd 29 Jan. 1801 John Hugh- : 

os) : aes em eee (3) Mr ey ane E 
Wet See +1 1685 58. | 


) dau. of 


S.C. 2RbiSo 
meee 
Biwst 













ct CRC 


eon ) 
Canritre (11031182 —his—1st— ito, —Eestis—Biewe. Willian & Mary Sxme Lowton had 
Ganghttn 4 Seen & one child, Joseph (see below) & after William's death Mary 
Eiizabsta Cosvrvrl, married Samuel Fickling, moved from Edisto Is. to Prince Wil- 
liamts Parish, Granville County & died in 1804. 
JOSEPH LAWTON (born Edisto Is. 18 Oct. 1755, died Mulberry Grove Plant- 
acion, Black Swamp, near Robertvillse, S.C. 5 Mar, 1815) on 
18 Mar, 1773 marrisd SARAH ROBERT fborn 6 Feb. 1755 St. Jameg 
Parish, Santce, died at Transpine Plantation 6 Oct. 1859,dau. 
‘of Jacques & Sarah Jaudon Robert, whose fathor, Picrre Robert 
Jv. fled from Baglo, Switzerland to S. ¢. in 1686 with his 
fathor, Rev. Pierre Robert, French Huguenot Minister); thoir 
eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove Plantation: 
L, WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON (born 23 Fob. 1775, died 1 Nov. 1827) married 
31 Oct, 1797 Catherinc Manor, dau. of Capt. William & Jane Aseneth 
May Maner; seven children. | | 
2, JOSEPH J. LAWTON (born 19 Aug. 1777, died 1859) married Phoebe (born 
6 Dec» 1781) dau. of Dr. George Mosse (born Ireland 1742, “ied Black 


nooks Swann, Robertville 17 Fob. 1808) & Dorothy Phoebe Norton (born St. _ koe 
ne” - Helenats Is. 10 Nov. 1751, diced Black Swamp 1808, dau. of Jonathan 
fh Norton & Mary Ann Chaplin, dau..of John & Phoebe Ladson Chaplijy of 





St. Helenats Parish, Boaufort Dist., S. C.); eight children 

th 3, MARY LAWTON (born 5 May 1778) died in infancy. 

y 4. WARY LAWTON (born 20 Sept. 1781) died in infancy. ‘ 
&. BENJAMIN THEM CLES D!'ION LAWTON (born 22 Dec. 1782, died & buried 

Albany, Goorgi 846) married in 1803 Jano Mosse (born St. Holenatg 

S7 Deo. 1783,. buried Lawtonville Comoteory 2857), Sister of Phoebe & 

Martha Mosse; eloven chiluron. 

CHARLOTTE AWNE LAWTON (borin ..7 Sopt. 1785) married her lst cousin, 

Reve’ James Jehu Robert {bora Roby: vilte 4 Nove L781, died 19 Jan. 

1862, son of: John Robort, horn Santee 15 July 1742, died Robertville 

i 25 Feb. 1826, and Elizabeth eixon, granddau. of II Landgrave Thomas 


Lm 
8) 
° 


: Smith & his 2nd wife, Mavy liyrne, born 1690, dau. of Edward Hyrno); 
Y seven ehildron. 
uly 7, THIRZA E. LAWTON (born 17 Septs 1787, diced 3 Dee. LSIE in the vicin- 


ity of Natehoz, Miss. where he» husbagd & her two brethers, Josoph 

J. & Bonjamin T. D., had immigrated tiwt year) married 18 Jume 1806 : 

at Black Swamp, Thomas Polhill Il, som of Rew. Thomas & Rachel Pat- ’ 

ton Polhill; three children. i 
8B. MAHALI LAWTON (born L4 Ont. 1702} died in infaney. . 
) 9. ALEXANDER JAMES LAWTON (born 21 Now. L790, died 8 App. 1876) marriod | 
: 15 Nove 1809 Martha Mosse, born 5 Sept. 1789, sister of Phoebe and 
Jane Mosac; twelve childron. 
10. WINBORN ASA LAWTON (born 23 June 1795, died Lawtonville 23 Pebruary 
i 1878) mayriod (1) Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Cater Rhodes (born 25 June . 
nk 1776, died 25 Fob. 1823, dau, of Tiwmaa Cator (1751-1803) & Rachel + 
i Miles (1755-1802), dau. of Capt. Silas «% Witgabeth MePherson Miles), 1 
widow of Thomas Rhodes who died 25 Apr, 1809; @ ehildrens (2) Mrs. i 
Perry; (3) Lucinda Landis; five shildren. cn 





12. SAMUEL JOHN LAWTON (born 22 June 796) dled in infaney, 








IMMIGRANT; Capt. WILLIAM LAWTON, Planter, St. Johnts Parish, Edisto Is. 





_THE LAWTON FAMILY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


Pirst Three Generations 
gompiled by the Rev. Fr. Robort E. H. Peeples 





Colleton County, died 9815 Oct. 1L7H7; married (1) MARY, dau. 
of Jeromiah Clarke, 4 children: Josiah (died unmarried), Wm., 
Je. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (born 1739, died 21 October 
1798) married John Seabrook & loft descendents, Jeremiah {di- 
ed unmarried before 20 May 1762); (2) ¢. 1745-4 a dau. of 
Thomas Winborn, Planter, Wadmalaw Is,, St. John's Parish, 2 
children: Winborn (born Edisto Is. 1745, died James Is. Sept. 
22, 1809) married Mrs. Mary Mathews (22 Aug. 1749 = 10 Feb. 
1839, dau, of Jonathan Frampton) 5 ehildren: Winborn, Jr. 
(1782-24 Mar, 1861), Beulah (married 29 Jan. 1801 John Hugh- 
es) & William, and Mary (died unmarricd); (3) Mrs. MARY sens Some 
widow of Paul Grimball & dau. of #bpoSomms—6e Gare} 


Gen Stony «~4, SBE Te oe 9 ‘ Ses na i crete tn acticin 






Qh ownck Canmuiths : a : Bees = wr te =e ee ath ae. ee Seene= saa) & 


~~ wi) tak eee a @avavse 
VW fF 8 NS -, - an ge eae 


ta) arr “t.2 Sef Pees 
(WT 03-\1G 2), dans OC gist oife,—tastis—Blake. William & Mary B&Q Lawton had 
4 Siem - cr, abit, one child, Joseph (sce bolow) & after William's death Mary 


=~ 
Connie . 
JOSEPH LAWTON (born Edisto Is. 18 Oct. 1753, died Mulberry Grove Plant- 


Cj . =—a 
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married Samuel Fickling, moved from Edisto Is. to Prince Wil- 
liam's Parish, Granville County & died in 1804. 


ation, Black Swamp, near Robertville, S. C. 5 Mar, 1815) on 
18 Mar. 1773 married SARAH ROBERT (born 6 Feb. 1755 St. Jameg 
Parish, Santce, disd at Transpine Plantation 6 Det. 1859,dau. 
of Jacques & Sarah Jaudon Robert, whose fathor, Pierre Robert 
Jr. fled from Basle, Switzerland to S. C. in 1686 with his 
fathor, Rev. Pierro Kobert, French Huguenot Minister); their 
eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove Plantation; 
WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON (born 25 Feb. 1775, dicd 1 Nov. 1827) married 
31 Oct, 1797 Catherine Manor, dan. of Capt. William & Jane Aseneth 
May Maner; seven children. 
JOSEPH J, LAWTON (born 19 Aug. 1777, diced 1859) married Phosbe (oorn 
6 Dec» 1781) dau. of Dr. George Mosse (born Ireland 1742, died Black 
Swamp, Robertville 17 Feb. 1808) & Dorothy Phoebe Norton {born Ste 
Holenats Is. 10 Nov, 1751, died Black Swamp 1808, dau. of Jonathan 
Norton & Mary Ann Chaplin, dau. of John & Phoebe Ladson Chaplin of 
$4. Helenats Parish, Beaufort Dist., S. C.)3; eight children. 
MARY LAWLON (born 5 May 1778) died in infancy. 
WARY LAWTON (born 20 Sept. 1781) died in infancy. 
RENJAMIN THEMISTOCLES D'!ION LAWTON (born 22 Dec. 1782, died & buried 
Albany, Goorgia 1646) married in 1803 Jane Mosse (born St. Helenats 
27 Dec. 1783, buried Lawtcnville Comotery 1857), sister of Phoebe 
Martha Mosse; eleven chiidcron. 
CHARLOTTE ANNE LAWTON (‘scin ..7 Septe 1785) married her ist cousin, 
Reve James Jehu Robert {bora RobowiviltLe 4 Nove 1781, died 19 Jane 
1852, son of’ John Robort, hora Sazntoe 325 July 1742, died Robertville 
25 Feb. 1826, and Elizabeth Pixon, granddau. of IIT Landgrave Thomas 
Smith & his 2nd wife, Marvy liyyne, bern L690, dau. of Edward Hyrne) 3 
seven children. 
THIRZA E,. LAWLON (born 1.7 Sept. 1787, diod 5 Dec. 1811 in the vicin- 
ity of Natchoz, Miss. where her husbagd & her two brothers, doseph 
J. & Bonjoamin T. D., had irmigrated that yoor) married 18 June 1806 
at Black Swamp, Thomas Polhill II, som of Kaw. Thomas & Rachel Pat- 
ton Polhill; throe children. 
MAHALI LAWTON (born 14 Sept. 17%} died in infancy. : 
ALEXANDER JAMES LAWTON {torn 21 Nov. 1790, diced 8 Apr. 1876) married -_- 
15 Nov. 1809 Martha Mosse, born 5 Sent. 1789, sistor of Phoebe and 
Jane Mosse; twelve chilaren. 


10. WINBORN ASA LAWTON (born 235 June 1795, died Lawtonville 23 Pebruary 


11. SAMUEL JOHN LAWTON (born 22 dume 7.726) died in infancy. 


1878) marricd (1) Mrs. Mary Elizaboth Cater Rhodes (born 25 June 
1776, died 25 Feb. 1823, dau. of Temas Cator (1751-1503) & Rachel 
Miles (1755-1802), dau. of Capt. Silas « Elicabeth McPherson Miles), 
widow of Thomas Rhodes who died 2% Apr. 1809; 2 children; (2) Mrs. 
Perry; (3) Lucinda Landrum; five shileren. 
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has proved a very happy one, were born: Chris- 
tian, who married Mary Foltz and is a farmer in 
Milton Grove, Iancaster county; Elizabeth, who 
married Monroe Shaffer and lives on a farm in the 
township of Mt. Joy; Anna, wife of Jacob Freye, 
a farmer in the township of Mt. Joy; Mary, wife of 
David B. Myers, of East Donegal; Hettie, at home, 
unmarried; John, who married Mae Raymond, of 
Florin; Harry, who married Bertha Morton; Sarah, 
who died young. 

_ Mrs. Elizabeth (Hershey) Shuemaker was born 
in Lancaster county, died Jan. 4, 1892, at the age of 
fifty-eight years, and was buried in the cemetery at 
Florin. Her parents were Jacob and Magdelina 
Hershey, of Lancaster county, who were born and 
bred to a farming life. Her father spent his last 
days in retirement in Hummelstown, Pa., and there 
both he and his wife died and were buried. They 
had these children: Mary, deceased wife of Ben- 
jamin Brubaker: Elizabeth; Leah, who is living in 
Hummelstown: Martin, deceased ; Anna, unmarried 
and residing in Hummelstown; John, a merchant in 
Manheim: Harry, a merchant in Steelton, Pa.; Reu- 


-and Jacob, both deceased. 
: emained with his father 


wecla mer 


Pa., became his wife. ‘To this marriage were born 
the following children: Charles M., in partnership 
with his father, and married to Gertrude Bru- 
baker, by whom he has two children, Dorothy and 
Margaret; Alta, at home unmarried; Emma, 
married to Charles Meredith, an insurance agent 
at Chester, Pa., where they have two children, 
James and Edwin; Amos, in partnership with his 
father. Mrs. Cora Diller, who was born in Salis- 
bury township, died in 1874, at the age of thirty 
years, and is buried in New Holland. She was a 
daughter of John and Jestina (Brimmer) Mason. 
The second marriage of E. C. Diller occurred in 
1876, when Anna Roland, daughter of Jonathan H. 
and Elizabeth G. Roland, became his wife in New 
Holland; by her he has had one child, Roland. 
Mr. Diller remained with his father until his 
retirement in 1865, when he took up his business. Mr. 
Diller has filled the position of county jury commis- 
sioner for five vears, and was councilman two years. 
In his religion he has held to the faith of his fathers, 
and is a member of the Lutheran Church. In fra- 
ternity matters he is a member of the Knights Tem- 
plars and I. QO. O F. In politics he is a Democrat. 
A man of prominence and prosperous circumstances, 
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“RHE LAWION FAMILY 





On or about 1633 three younger sons of the Lawton family enigrated to nie Geter] 
and settled in Rhode Island. , 


About 1910 one of the family lived in New York City ana said, the name Winborn was | 


used through their variou generations as well as the same coat of arms used by wus 
Of South Carolina, . 


On or about 1664 three younger sons were granted land by Charles the second in the | 


Carolinas. Plymouth being the nearest port of vessels sailing for America, one 
John Lawton accompanied by his brother-in-law David Maybank, a Welchman arrived in 


Charleston. Cheshire is near the border of Walese My grandfather and his wife on - 
| Yerious occasions visited Mr. Joseph Lawton and his wife at their HGne in Cheshire 
ENC ee cee AY SOOO : ty th baal hte Aa 
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moar Chester, irs. Lawton died at New Brighton, “England” and” kept uptheir frien 


eS 


Ship until her death. Their son Sir Charles Lawton became the head of the house 


but died without issue. The name Winborn made from the river Winn flowing through 


Cheshire and the Saxon word Born meaning river accounts for "Winborn",. In our fami 


it was given to the eldest Son in every other generation since before the Revolutionary 
‘Ware iy ancestors Settled on James Island across the Ashley river from Charleston 
they always maintained a City home. As the British soldiers burned the court houg 


es 
and Parish churches during the Revolution and the Northern troops burned then again in 


the Civil war all our family records were loste General Alexander Re Lawton of Sav 

was @ first cousin of my grandfather William Mathews Lawtone He was appointed Minister 
to Austria by President Cleveland. We have many cousins in Georgia but have lost track 
of them. After Sherman burned our home ona plantation up in the State owned by 

father, Winborn Lawton, a cotton factor in Charleston, we came down the Savannah river 
to Savannah where General Lawton took us in his home until we had secured a residence 
where we remained nearly a year, before returning to Charleston. . 


‘he enclosed sketch is from the family coat of arms published by the London Concern who 


makes a specialty of genealogical research. Like many other coat of ams an artist 


frequently embellish then with additional fanciful features but the cardinal points arg 
as here shown, 


After the death of Sir Charles about 1880 a cousin named Lawton who had emigrated to 
New Zealand inherited the property. He was an uneducated Veterinary. He gave his two 
sons @ liberal amount and they came to Charleston. The eldest opened a carpenter sho 
and the younger bought a doctors diploma. in Louisville and moved to Louisiana where he 


~ became @ planter and sent his three children to College. 


| tdward Pe Lawton of Savannah is with the American Legation at Geneva. He gave me a phot ) 
, Of the Lawton home near Chester which is now used as @ restaurante. : Qo, 
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The Lawton Family 
Of 


Robertville, S. C. 


by 
E. L. Inabinett 
South Caroliniana Library 


Columbia, S. C. 


A Paper Delivered To The 
Lawton Family Reunion 
Allendale, S. C., June 8, 1963 


Annotated by 
Rev. Robert E.H. Peeples 


When the Rev. Robert Peeples extended me the invitation to speak at the 
Lawton Family Reunion on the approximately 1,300 manuscripts in the Lawton 
Family Papers in the South Caroliniana Library, I accepted the task dutifully, 
but with the reluctance that my modesty naturally compels. I knew generally the 
scope and size of this collection which had come to our Library through the good 
service of Thomas O. Lawton, Jr., (Note 1) of Allendale, and Jess Ives, of 
Jacksonville, Florida. Had I been fully aware at the time of the invitation that 
our Library already had another 1,300 or more Lawton Papers, and could have 
foreseen the perils of a task left to the eleventh hour for completion, my sense of 
duty would have been abandoned and modesty would have prevailed. 


Upon a casual perusal of these two groups of papers, the researcher might 
first assume that the collection had been mislabelled, and he might conclude 
that they were instead a miscellaneous collection of papers of about a dozen or 
so other unrelated families of old Beaufort District. Upon a closer look he would 
find that there is, however, a Lawton, who as a central character, moves through- 
out most of the time-span of the collection, a man whose presence is more often 
only felt by his endorsement on the back of documents that came into his hands 
as executor and guardian rather than by letters to and from him. This gentleman 
was Alexander James Lawton (Note 2)--hereinafter referred to as Colonel--a 
planter, lawyer, legislator and surveyor of Robertville, St. Peter’s Parish, Beau- 
fort District, born in 1790, who at his death in 1876, relinquished his custody of 
the papers to his descendants. 


To put Col. Lawton in his proper genealogical setting, one must turn to 
‘‘Cousin Annie’s’’? book--a book appropriately titled Our Family Circle (Note 3)-- 
for I must confess to feeling a little dizzy now and then--through no fault, of 
course, of the author, Annie Elizabeth Miller--as I turned to it as an indispen- 
sible guide to a study of the collection. In it the researcher will find the 
families of Robert, Fickling, Maner, Jaudon, Polhill, Audebert, Tison, Stafford, 
Barksdale and Lawton, to cite but a few of the approximately sixty families 
whose names appear in our Lawton Family Papers, most of whom really do be- 
long to a family circle (or circles) related by blood and marriage, some of them 
tracing their ancestry in common to three of Carolina’s illustrious pioneers: 
Landgrave Thomas Smith (Note 4), the Huguenot minister, Pierre Robert (Note 
5) and Bonum Sams (Note 6). The lines of these three gentlemen crossed with 
that of a family of Welsh Dissenters, Lawton by name, early in the history of 


Our State. 


Although I can claim one recent Lawton inlaw, I am still an outsider, and the 
genealogical connections between the various families featured in the Lawton 
Papers naturally staggered me. I! have the greatest admiration for ‘‘Cousin 
Annie’? for her boldness and suctess in delineating a family history which 
contains such unusual situations as three sisters of one family marrying three 
brothers of another (Note 7), and a progenitor (Note 8), a Baptist minister at that, 
who had at least nineteen children in two marriages. 
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An insider, Benjamin Spicer Stafford (Note 9), a Lawton relative, in his 
unpublished autobiography, recalled the hard times of Reconstruction which 
forced his family to move to the West, and wrote affectionately of his early life 
at Robertville: “‘Nearly everyone in the country was born and reared there.... 
So many people were called cousin and uncles and aunts who were no kin or who 
could only trace their connections generations back.’’ Stafford added that the 
woods were full of Lawtons, reminiscent of an 1821 statement by another Robert- 
ville resident referring to the ‘‘old lady, Mrs. Lawton (undoubtedly Sarah Robert 
(Note 10), wife of Joseph Lawton (Note 11), formerly of Edisto Island), who is 


the mother of half a dozen heads of families here.’’ 


I was delighted to have the Opportunity of studying in the Lawton Papers a 


splendid example of an early American social pattern characteristic of the 
gentry of other communities in low cou 


population, restrictions of class, 

scions of these societies to select 
Often the alternatives to this were ej 
marry beneath ones social and eco 
intermarriages might lead to co 


ntry Carolina. Slow increase in white 
geography and travel sometimes forced the 
their helpmeets from among their relatives. 
ther to leave home in search of a mate or to 
nomic station. On the other hand, family 
ncentration of considerable wealth, especially in 
feod'iand slaves, typical examples of which can be found in the Lawton Papers. 
They could also produce genealogical mazes when sufficient family data were 
available, an example of which is before me. You will therefore forgive me if, in 
my all too superficial analysis of the Papers, I tend to lose my way or mention 
now and then a Person who is not really one of your ancestors. 


The Lawton Family Pa 


manuscript collection, wh 
items. 


pers are indeed a significant addition to our Library's 
ich now comprises more than one million manuscript 
Important, of course, for the genealogical data they supply, but more S° 
because the official] and many of the non-official records of this region were the 
casualty of a War. Most of the Lawton Papers fall chiefly into the period be- 
tween 1800 and 1860, the heyday of this corner of old Beaufort District in its 
development as a Prosperous plantation community, and are similar to the kind 
hess would expect to find among some of the county court records--bills, t- 
ceipts, wills, inventories, bills of Sale for slaves, deeds and plats, some tracing 
titles as far back as 1733, almost all of which ae into Col. Lawton’s hands 
and retained as his record as executor of the estates of deceased relatives. 


They we . ' 
y re Preserved, not with the view of the needs of today’s historian OF 
genealogist, but as le 


a 23 oe d 
guardian gal proof of his just stewardship as administrator an 


Col. Lawton is undoubtedly the central figure in this collection and Robert 


the center of his Stage. Unlike the Colonel, whose Pe 
ently gone forever, the existence of this little spe 
. mp, 1ts €conomic pulse and flux, is very much in evidence 
in the wealth of details to be found in his records of the estates of men an 
nd him. One might even suppose that by feeding the data 
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on each business transaction recorded in the Lawton collection into a modern 
electronic computer, we could get back a day by day, perhaps an hourly, record 
of what transpired.in the Robertville community. To me, as Director of the 
South Caroliniana Library--and I hasten to add as a member of a family other than 
the Lawton connections--this picture of Robertville economy is the chief fas- 
cination and value of the collection. But I might also add: What else was 
Robertville but the Lawtons and their relations? 


A casual examination of the abundant economic detail in the papers might 
lead one to agree with the Yankee school teacher, Charlotte Verstille, who 
concluded shortly after her arrival in 1821, that Robertville people were ‘‘very 
worldly minded, and...appear to think more of the rise and fall of cotton than of 
the rise and progress of religion.’’ Her brother, Tristam, in 1813, shortly after 
his arrival at Robertville from Connecticut to begin a clerkship in Mr. Brooks’ 
store, had pronounced the town a good place for business, being situated at the 
junction of four public roads which were very much travelled. Was it worldly - 
mindedness, as well as hard work and ambition, which in a few years after his 
arrival put Tristam in business for himself? 


The economic growth of this community during the remaining decades of the 
ante-bellum period can be detected in a comparison of the following descrip- 
tions: Charlotte Verstille wrote her sister in 1821: 

‘tThis splendid village contains but six houses, a Church, an Academy, 
two stores and a black-smith’s shop. But there are a number of houses 
situated at unequal distance around it, and inhabited by wealthy planters. 
These buildings can boast neither of a cellar nor an upper story --all the 
rooms being on the surface of the ground. Glass windows are quite a ae 
luxury, light being usually admitted by throwing open a wooden door 
swung on hinges where the windows should be. When found necessary to 
guard against the cold, the light is sure to be excluded. It is surprising 
how many comforts these people of wealth will voluntarily oe oe 
selves. I have been in no house which appears as well as Tristem Ss. It 
has two sitting and six bed rooms, one of which will, as soon as he finds 
time to attend to it, be furnished with glass windows....Our situation too 
is pleasantest, being at the union of the Savannah, Augusta and Charles- 
ton roads, with a green in front of which stand the Church and Academy.... 
Our table is plentifully supplied with variety...the grand staple eatable 
here is bacon--bacon and collards (a sort of cabbage) you will find on 
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every table at every season.... 


In 1879, an old-time resident of Robertville reported for the Hampton Guardian 
that just before the Civil War: 


‘<.the people around this place, with very few exceptions, ‘were in easy 
circumstances, many owning plantations, with from fifty to two hundred 
? 
slaves, and several as many as five hundred. Some planters numbered as 
ih ? 
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many as twenty thousand acres of land in their domain. Their sons and 
daughters were educated at the best Southern and Northern colleges and 
Seminaries. Our village then contained one small neat Episcopal church 
and a baptist church...said by those who knew, to have been the best 
proportioned and finest country church in the State.” 


Like Tristam Verstille, the Lawtons, 
had a part in the economic growth of this 
bers of the family now and then found i 
relatives plantations or to move westward 
but most of those who stayed at home see 


of the second American generation and the first in Robertville, had begun as 
early as 1774 the acquisition of the several tracts which became Mulberry Grove 
Plantation, the Lawton’s ancestral home in St. Peter’s Parish. Part of his 
wealth may have been acquired as a result of his 1791 contract for hiring eight 
of the field slaves of his mother, Mrs. Mary Sams Grimball Lawton Fickling. 
Appraisal of his estate after his death in 1815 amounted to nearly $10,000, 
exclusive of his lands and money. By 1827, the estate of his eldest son, William 
Henry, who died that year, was appraised at nearly $90,000, exclusive of land 
and money. Of this amount, more than $42,000 was assigned to the value of his 
Slaves and $10,000 to bank stock. I do not believe it necessary to call your 
. attention to the difference between the value of the dollar then and now. 


too, were hard working, ambitious and 
community. Some of the younger mem- 
t necessary to serve as overseers on 
and to Florida to seek their fortunes, 
m to have prospered. Joseph Lawton, 


Increase in possession of world] 
younger son, the Colonel, can be 
to his acquisition of land, and hir 
his twenty-fifth year, the Colon 
$2,036, for himself and his fath 
with his brother, William Henry, 
the firm name of Alexander VE 
William’s death, he joined his c 
tion of a short-lived mercantj] 
Colonel could not leave his 


y goods in the third generation, in Joseph's 
partially traced in the Lawton Papers relating 
ing, buying and inheriting slaves. In 1815, in 
el sold twenty-six bales of cotton valued at 
er’s estate. In 1819, he formed a partnership 
for the operation of a store at Robertville, under 
Lawton & Co. Later in 1833, a few years after 
ousin, J. B. Jaudon, in partnership for the opera- 
© Tico Of J... B. Jaudon & Co. in Savannah. The 


Robertville interests; his chief duty for the firm, 
other than the initia] investment, was promoti 


. : re Me 
aa on of business by procuring ‘‘ad 
ditional and new customers, 


* tO which he was to receive one fourth of the 
profits. This partnership dissolved upon Jaudon’s death in 1834. In 1850, the 
Colonel was one of a committee sent to study the cotton mills at Graniteville 
““preparatory to establishing one in’? the Robertville area, a fact which strongly 
Suggests he had considerable capital for investment. In 1852, his business 
interests expanded with the addition of a steam engine ‘“‘with gearing for a grist 
mill and constructed to run a saw mill,’? the purchase and installation of which 
cost him $1,600. The Lawton collection contains an undated manuscript map of 
a portion of Robertville probably drawn by the Colonel in connection with a plan 
for an insurance business. The map shows the junction of the Charleston-Augusta 
road with the Robertville-Savannah toad, the location of the Colonel’s home, his 
store and gin house, the homes of his nephew, Joseph Maner Lawton, and Ben- 
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jamin Jaudon, and Peter Jaudon’s sadler’s shop. The Colonel's appointment as 
Deputy Surveyor had undoubtedly placed him in a position for acquiring good 
lands for himself, and a number of plats in the collection drawn by him are not 
only exceptionally neat, but show a draftsmanship which approaches the artistic. 


The hundreds of bills, receipts and accounts for household goods and fur- 
nishings, for plantation supplies, equipment and Negro goods, for transportation 
and tolls, and accounts for sales of rice and cotton, show Robertville business 
oriented in the direction of Savannah, Georgia, and the importance of Purrysburg 
as a Savannah River depot. Among the dozens of Charleston, Robertville and 
Savannah mercantile establishments represented by these business papers, the 
firms of Lawton & Behre, Polhill & Lawton, Lawton & Willingham, Taylor, 
Lawton & Co., Lawton & Norton, Jaudon & Huguenin, reveal the extensive 
business connections of the family. A favorite amon g the iny ices is from in 
firm of C. Jaudon & Son, dated 1859, with “Robertville, SG, Rapa in bol 
type, and in small type the boast, ‘We can and will sell at Retail as low as can 


be bought in Savannah.”’ 


Numerous letters from prominent South Carolina lawyers at ann. oe 
such as Franklin H. Elmore, James L. Pettigru, Henry Bailey and a, at 
(Note 12), submitted advice to the Colonel on estate ee Bee a show 
importance of that town as the seat of government for Beaufort District. 


There are a surprising number of Beaufort District doctors sate ins a bills 
and accounts in the Lawton Papers--Doctors Jeremiah Fickling, a : aed 
(Note 13), T. E. Lawton, Thomas Currell, Thomas H. SEE i a es : 
Samuel Perry, F. Y. Porcher, Charles Atkins--some of these an yee ot 
appear to have been within or personal physicians to the Lawton ae y circle. 
Among the doctor relatives of Col. Lawton were Sata aa mae Laat 
Stoney Lawton and Benjamin Lawton, nephew-in-law fs i fal : op 
Mathews; Dr. N. F. Kirkland who married his grand-niece, Wrias' tn -awton; 
and his son-in-law, Joseph Thomas Robert, who forsook a medica eee 
become a minister and educator. An account of the sale of the an re) 4° EB 
Lawton in 1845 shows that his medical library, drugs and supplies were pur- 
chased by Drs. Norton, Nichols and Duncan. 


Of the Robertville physicians, perhaps the most interesting Ge a he 
Perry, who, with the Verstilles, came from Connecticut. ee Se err ed adh 
Perry in her book, The Moving Finger of Jasper, he is buried in me a i 
cemetery near Robertville, with ‘‘a slight but careful apology ...upon aie de ‘ 
for this sufferance.’’ Nevertheless, he too may be atic to ak ane ie 
Lawton Family circle when his widow married the Colonel s bro oe i es 
minister, Winborn Asa. Dr. Perry, judging from his subscription to a +5 a 
Methodist church on Black Swamp, was himself a Methodist. When r. Perry 
died about 1821 he had a house and lot in Robertville, and his mes was 
settled by the Colonel. In connection with this, Col. Lawton received a letter 
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in 1826 from a Savannah school master, W. W. Walsh (?), who had taught at 
least one of the Lawton daughters. Walsh denied liability for Dr. Perry’s eight 
dollar charge for attending another student during an outbreak of measles at his 
school. The bill, Walsh felt, should be paid by the student’s prosperous guardian, 
David M. Fitts, who ‘‘kept a house of public entertainment in Coosawhatchie.”? 
This Mr. Fitts may have been Dr. David Montague Lafitte, whose papers, in- 
cidentally, have recently come to our Library. 


Among the other interesting medical items in the Lawton collection are three 
receipts signed with an ‘‘X’’ by a mysterious Mary Wall for midwifery and at- 
tending sick Negroes. Was she a free Negro, midwife and nurse, or were her 
talents more extensive as I am led to believe and include secret voodoo cures? 


Many of the bills and accounts for medical services were for attending 
members of the family during their last illnesses, but most of them were for 
treating their slaves. Typical examples of the latter are the two dollar fee of Dr. 
Sidney Smith, in 1831, against the estate of William Henry Lawton for ‘“‘ex- 
tirpating Fungus Tumor from head of Little Negro Silloh,’’ and the two bills of 
Dr. Thomas Currell for nearly two hundred dollars, in 1836, against the Barks- 
dale estate, for attending slaves on Scullcreek and Calabogia plantations. I am 
certain that no part of South Carolina gave slaves more attention, physical and 
spiritual, than the Robertville masters, who were motivated by a strong mixture 
of Christian charity, as well as economic self-interest. 


I am also sure that Charlotte Verstille’s early opinion on the worldly minded- 
ness of her Robertville neighbors was soon modified to give them some credit 
for attention to spiritual values in religion and education. She certainly knew 
from the beginning of her life there that she was in the center of a Baptist 
strongh, ld for she reported in her 1821 letter on the scarcity of Presbyterians 
and Methodists, and, I suppose, the non-existence then of Episcopalians, as 
compared to the strength of the congregation of the Black Swamp Baptist Church, 
which numbered then thirty white and one hundred black members. She would 
soon witness a period of Baptist revival there, an early result of which may have 
been the construction of a new church building of uncommon beauty and ap- 
pointment. The agreement, dated May 13, 1824, between the Building Committee 
which included the brothers Joseph J. and Col. Lawton and Tristam Verstille, 
and the two contractors, containing the specifications for the new church, is in 
the Lawton collection. It is almost impossible to believe today that this splendid 
structure could have been built for about four thousand dollars, including, 
apparently, the costs of both labor and material. 


In view of its subsequent burning by Sherman’s army, one cannot help but 
note that the plans called for extensive use of ““fat lightwood.’’ One happy 
thought occurs to me in this connection and that js the copy of agreement in the 
Lawton Papers might have been lost also if the Colonel had not settled the 
estate of one of the contractors, the Robertville carpenter, Erastus Swift. The 
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collection also contains another agreement with specifications, dated 1829, for 
the construction of a parsonage. With their new buildings, the Black Swamp 
Congregation maintained a vigorous activity within the Savannah River Asso- 
ciation throughout the rest of the ante-bellum period, with Col. Lawton, as one 
of its deacons, always in the forefront through contributions of his time and 
money. 


Establishment of other congregations in the area through spiritual and fi- 
nancial encouragement is one result of the activity of the Black Swamp congre- 
gation. The Black Swamp congregation is also said to have produced fifty white 
and one hundred colored ministers, but I wonder if the Lawton Family shouldn’t 
receive most or much of the credit. As with their doctors, the Lawtons produced, 
married and supported Baptist ministers. Among those in the family circle were 
the early Black Swamp pastor, Rev. Alexander H. Scott, who married Elizabeth 
Robert; Col. Lawton’s brother, Winborn, minister at Hilton Head; the Colonel’s 
nephew, Rev. Joseph A. Lawton, married his son to the daughter of Rev. Iveson. 
Brookes, a great Baptist minister within the Savannah River Association. 
Another famous Baptist preacher, Dr. William Henry Brisbane (Note 14), an 
Abolitionist, but born in Beaufort District, married the Colonel’s niece, Anna 


‘Lawton. I was unable to find a family connection with the young Rev. Robert B. 


Brooks of Robertville, whose estate the Colonel settled in 1824. (Note 15) 


Col. Lawton’s brother-in-law, James Jehu Robert, was pastor and deacon at 


the Black Swamp church for about fifty years. Last but not least was James 
Jehu’s son, Joseph Thomas Robert, who married the Colonel’s daughter, Adeline. 
According to his grand-daughter-in-law, Mrs. Sarah C. Robert, who lives today in 
Maryland, Joseph Thomas Robert attended Columbian College in the, District of 
Columbia; graduated from Brown University with an A. B. in 1828 and an A. M. in 
1831; attended Yale Medical School from 1828 to 1830 and graduated from the 
South Carolina Medical College in 1831. He then studied for the ministry at 
Furman Theological Seminary to return to serve the Black Swamp church in the 
1830’s. After several brief pastorates in Kentucky, Georgia and Ohio, he became 
a college professor, first at Burlington University in Iowa, later at Iowa State 
University, returning to Burlington as President in 1869. In the 1870’sas 
though in continuation of the Black Swamp tradition, he worked with Georgia 
schools devoted to the training of colored ministers; in1879 he became President 
of the Atlanta Baptist Seminary. 


In an 1848 subscription for the salary of the Black Swamp minister, Col. 
Lawton with B. R. Bostick, James J. Robert, B. Jaudon and John L. Maner, are 
the five largest subscribers who provided more than half of the total. In her 
1832 will, Martha Stoney Barksdale (Note 16), who subsequently married the 
Colonel’s nephew, the Rev. Joseph A. Lawton, provided one thousand dollars 
for support of the ministry at the Hilton Head Baptist Church and six hundred 
dollars for the Beaufort Baptist Church for the purchase of a library for the 
Receipts of 1833 and 1835 are for her subscriptions to the Hilton 
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pastor’s use. 


Head and Pipe Creek congregations. In 1836, as the wife of Rev. Lawton, the 
former Mrs. Barksdale continued her support of the preacher at Hilton Head and 
paid her 1835 subscription to the Rev. Mr. Moody as Missionary to the Negroes 
on that island. An 1850 receipt to Col. Lawton, probably as deacon of Black 
Swamp, acknowledged a twenty-six dollar contribution to the Savannah River 
Association’s ‘‘funds for Widows & Orphans of deceased Ministers of the gospel 
within its bounds’’--an item which might prove that Black Swamp Baptists would 
support their ministers beyond the gates of death. 


In reviewing the career of Rev. Joseph Thomas Robert, one is led to entertain 
a suspicion that he and his wife, Adeline Lawton, shared the abolitionist views 
of Rev. William Henry Brisbane. He did dispose of his slaves before taking up 
permanent residence in the North. In the Lawton Papers there is an 1840 bill of 
sale conveying his slave, Lavinia, and her three children, to his father-in-law, 
Col. Lawton. There is also a provision in the Colonel’s will anticipating re- 
jection by Adeline of her share of his slaves. In my opinion it should not sur- 
prise us to find in a community such as Robertville even a few members, es- 
pecially ministers, whose consciences might force them to eschew slavery. 
The exemplary record of slave-master relations of the Robertville area and its 
outstanding work in the Christianization of the Negro through its Black Swamp 
Baptist Church, as revealed in the Lawton collection and in other sources, would 


in fact lead one to expect to find even more persons willing to harbor aboli- 
tionist sentiments. 


In the slave conveyances in the Lawton Papers, there is evidence that great 
care was taken to prevent the breaking-up of families and that slaves of de- 
ceased masters may have been bought by relatives to prevent them from leaving 
the community. In her 1842 will, Catherine Lawton (Note 17), the Colonel’s 
sister-in-law, devised a plan to prevent her ‘tNegroes from being separated from 
each other’’ in an equal distribution among her heirs. In 1837, Rev. Joseph A. 
Lawton authorized his cousin, Elias Jaudon, overseer at his wife’s Calabogia 
plantation, ‘‘to let the negroes go to town for their Xmas.’’ 


In the one letter in the collection from Adeline Lawton Robert, written from a 
distant state, one senses the affectionate regard for the race when she asks her 
father, the Colonel, to write her about his ‘‘crops, garden, fruit, the negroes, 
church, neighbors.”” The four words,--crops, negroes, church and neighbors--are 
almost an adequate summary of life in Robertville, and seem to point out the 
important place assigned to the slave in its society and economy. The work of 
the Black Swamp Baptist Church among the Negroes is illustrated by .the spa- 
cious, comfortable three sided gallery for slave and free Negro communicants 
who far outnumbered the white. Benjamin S. Stafford, in his autobiography, has 
left us with a vivid personal recollection of participation by Col. Lawton’s 
slave, the Black Swamp deacon, ‘tDaddy Jack’? in this congregation’s affairs, of 
communion served by the Negro deacons to their Christian brothers and sisters in 
the gallery and of numerous baptisms of Negroes by white preachers in the waters 
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of Black Swamp. The Verstille Papers provide us with a reference to an ex- 
communication of a member of the Black Swamp Baptist Church for illegal trading 
with Negroes. Both the law and the church were severe on the guilty since the 
trade encouraged the slaves to steal from their masters. 


Evidence of this church’s mission in training Negro preachers is found ina 
document by Col. Lawton, dated 1869, identifying ‘‘Daddy Jack’’ as the colored 
preacher Jack Taylor.. This remarkable document and others connected with it 
also illustrate the Colonel’s continuing affection for his former slaves during the 
trying years of Reconstruction, in an attempt--which entangled him for several 
years in governmental red tape--to secure a federal military pension for his 
former slave, Isabella Graham. There are few surprises in the Lawton collection 
greater than this. Despite the political implications of the time which might 
have provoked animosity in other men, I joined the Colonel in his sympathy for 
poor Isabella, the ‘‘Widow of Moses Graham, a deceased Coloured Soldier of the 
United States, who died in the said Service,’’ but who was also formerly the 
property of the Colonel’s neighbor at Robertville. ‘‘Daddy Jack’’ had married 
Moses and Isabella on the Colonel’s plantation in 1854. Col. Lawton offered in 
labor contracts to his former slaves one-half of their crops rather than the pre- 
vailing one-third rate, a fact drawn from Stafford’s autobiography which amplifies 
our meagre knowledge of this gentleman’s fine character. 


Other religious and charitable activities of the Robertville Baptists are 
revealed in the Lawton collection. From the fragmentary records of the Union 
Bible Society of Beaufort District, for the period 1853-1862, we learn that Col. 
Lawton, his nephew John Lawton, W. J. Stafford and B. J. Jaudon served as its 
officers at various times during this period, that three of its annual meetings 
were held at Lawtonville, Grahamville and Steep Bottom in 1856, 1858 and 1861. 
By 1861, the Society had distributed 729 Bibles and 955 Testaments since its 
founding in 1825. The Robertville firm of C. Jaudon & Son served as the de- 
pository for the remaining stock of books. 


‘'T will thankfully enter into any thing that will promote the cause of Re- 
ligion, Education, &c.’? Thus wrote Adeline Robert to her father, the Colonel, 
in 1858, a sentiment I am sure shared by many of the residents of the Robertville 
community. Adeline’s husband was then combining college teaching with half- 
time preaching as a Baptist minister and her oldest son, Joe, Jr., was “‘working 
hard teaching in a Female Seminary in Kansas City.’’ Another of her sons, 
destined to become the celebrated army engineer, General Henry Martyn Robert 
(Note 18), had just graduated from West Point and would soon embark on a teach- 
ing career in that institution. "Prosperity still seems to attend Henry” she 
wrote her father in 1858, the only reference, I believe, to General Robert in the 
entire Lawton collection. It is not difficult to entertain the idea that Genl. 
Robert’s inspiration for his great work, his Rules of Order, a world best-seller, 
may have really originated in an early association with the Black Swamp Baptist 
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Church rather than at a cantankerous Baptist Church meeting in Massachusetts. 


In 1828 the Black Swamp church resolved to raise a one hundred dollar 
contribution to the prospective Columbian College in the District of Columbia, a 
school which Joseph Thomas Robert, the General’s father, attended a few years 
later. Mrs. Sarah Lawton’s twenty dollar subscription in 1839 must have been 
just one of many gifts to another Baptist college, the still new Furman Institute 


where both General Robert’s father and James Tison received part of their educa- 
tion. 


Perhaps the most interesting phase of educational activity in Robertville is 
found in meagre detail in the Lawton and Verstille Papers, on the Robertville or 
Black Swamp Academy. As far as I could determine these are the only sources 
of information on this school and I will be grateful to you for pointing out others. 
According to the 1818 plat by Col. Lawton, the 20 x 40 foot school house was 
centered in a half acre lot near Robertville on the ‘Sister ferry’? road adjacent to 
the Black Swamp Baptist Church. In 1820, the Academy lot, and probably the 
‘‘buildings lately erected’? were deeded by William Henry Lawton for five shil- 


lings to the school’s ‘‘senior’’ trustees, Col. Lawton, his brother Joseph J., John 
and William S. Maner and John and James J. Robert. 


Tristam Verstille’s letter of October 1819 to his sister, Charlotte, reported 
that a considerable number of young ladies had been taught at the school, enough 
apparently to lead the trustees to consider it desirable to divide the school into 
Male and Female Academies, independent of each other, a proposal which seems 
to have failed. Later, Charlotte, for her health’s sake, came to live with Tristam 
and shortly thereafter began teaching at the Academy. Tristam’s home was 
““within a Biscuits throw’’ of the school, and he may have boarded some of the 
students. In 1827, Charlotte reported that Samuel Howard, of Savannah, nephew 
of the Charleston writer and editor, Mrs. Caroline Gilman, had taken charge of 
the Academy with its six scholars. In 1828, Catherine Maner Lawton, widow of 
William Henry, the school’s benefactor, paid Mr. Howard for tuition of her 
daughters. In 1835, the academy was probably being conducted by M. R. Suares 
who sent his bill for ten dollars to Mrs. Barksdale, the future Mrs. Joseph A, 
Lawton, for one term’s tuition in Latin and three text books for her adopted 
daughter, Josephine Polhill (Note 19). Mrs. Barksdale’s 1832 will appointed Col. 
Lawton as Josephine’s guardian, and further provided that she ‘'shall have a 
good education such as young women with her prospects should have’?--a state- 
ment which may be taken as implied evidence of the excellence of the Black 
Swamp Academy. Here ends my knowledge of this little school; as scant as it 
is we are fortunate, for it is more than we know of many of South Carolina’s 
ante-bellum academies. 


There is disappointment in store for the historian who turns to the Lawton 
Collection for specific details on the politics of this Black Swamp area. There 
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is nothing here on the legislative services of Col. Lawton and his nephew, Dr. 
Benjamin William Lawton of Allendale. One manuscript contains the Colonel’s 
rough tally of votes in October 1851 at the polls in St. Peter’s Parish, for 
election of a delegate to a Southern Congress during the secession movement 
which resulted from the threat to the South posed by the Compromise of 1850. 
Lawton was one of five candidates, which also included the ardent secessionist 
Robert Barnwell Rhett. Rhett, won by a wide majority, Col. Lawton coming in 
third. The Colonel of course carried Robertville and tied Rhett at Purrysburg 
which might serve as evidence of the close economic ties between the two towns. 
In a broader application, the collection, of course, is politically significant 
because of the light it sheds on the economy of the area which was the founda- 
tion of its politics. In 1850 Lawton apparently opposed the immediate secession 
policy of Rhett and the majority of Beaufort District, but he might well have 
joined his nephews, Benjamin Lawton and George Rhodes, years later in the 
signing of the Ordinance of Secession. 


The Lawton Papers contain little or no data on the family’s activities on the 
civilian and military fronts during the Civil War; one has to turn to other sources 
for this. It is especially disappointing to find so little in the collection on the 
family’s Confederate general, Alexander R. Lawton. Georgia has a greater 
claim on him than South Carolina, but his papers are in a North Carolina de- 
pository. Another odd twist of fate is the fact that the other general in the 
family, Henry Martyn Robert, espoused the Union cause, although not a general 
at the time. Several documents in the collection relate to an organization 
originating in Robertville of the citizens of St. Peter’s Parish for supplying the 
South Carolina soldiers in Virginia with blankets and clothing, through Dr.. John 
Bachman of Charleston. Col. Lawton served as its Chairman and Samuel Solo- 
mans as its Secretary. j 


I do not wish to appear ungrateful to the donors of this collection to our 
Library when I speak of disappointments in my study of the Lawton Papers. I 
know you will appreciate my attitude when I say that the greatest disappointment 
of all was in the absence of the personal papers of Colonel Alexander James 
Lawton. Like so many of our state’s ‘‘unsung heroes,’’ he seems to me to 
deserve a larger place in our history than his posterity, related or unrelated, have 


afforded him. 


Since the collection contains fewer than a dozen personal letters, there is 
practically nothing on Robertville’s fate as the first South Carolina town to be 
destroyed by Sherman. The Stafford autobiography is valued for the story of his 
family’s flight to Allendale to refuge in Dr. Benjamin Lawton’s home which 
Stafford called ‘'the finest in the whole country,’’ but which nevertheless went 
up in flames because its owner had signed the Ordinance of Secession. Nannie 
Bostick DeSaussure was a witness of the total destruction of Robertville: 
''There were thirty buildings destroyed....There was but one fence paling to 
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indicate the site of our little village.’? Gone, of course, was the graceful 
building of Black Swamp Baptist Church. 


Lawton strategy and foresight in this trying time is perhaps revealed in John 
Lawton’s (Note 20) 1866 request to Mr. Hazel at Transpine plantation to send 
him his ‘Circular Saw, which my Uncle, Col. A. J. Lawton, kad buried under his 
house to save it for me’’ during the recent invasion. I am sure that the saw was 
far more appreciated than any family silver which may have been saved for the 
difficult days ahead. I would join John Lawton in thanks to the Colonel for 
somehow managing to save the family papers too, and express gratitude to his 
descendants who did the same. 


With the total defeat that came with Sherman, the story of Robertville fades 
into obscurity--and you will agree perhaps that this is a good cue for me to bring 
my discourse to an end. 


I must say first, however, that a study of the Lawton Papers can give only a 
partial glimpse into the activities of Robertville’s society, with what might seem 
to be a neglect of the contributions to the community by the Maners, Bosticks, 
Tisons and other families who lived there. I hope some day that some of their 
Jacamess will be located and brought to the South Caroliniana Library for posterity 
to study. 


I have enjoyed getting to know a little about some of your ancestors and I 
hope that we will get to know each other better through your frequent visits to 
the South Caroliniana Library to study the Lawton Family Papers. 


Although Charlotte Verstille’s judgment of Robertville as ““worldly minded’? 
may have been correct for 1821, it may have been wrong for the years that fol- 
lowed, and even if she never joined the ranks of the Lawton Family Circle, I am 
sure she would join me now in quoting the closing lines of an 1895 letter in the 
Lawton Collection: ‘‘GOD BLESS YOU,MUCH, AND MAKE YOU A WORTHY & 
PIOUS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LAWTON & ROBERT FAMILIES OF 
Sa eer ON BLACK SWAMP ST. PETERS PARISH BEAUFORT DIST. 
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Notes 


(Note 1) Attorney and author of Captain Willian Lawton, 18th Century Planter 
of Edisto. S. C. Historical Magazine, Vol. 60, Charleston, 1959, pp. 86-93. 


(Note 2) Born 21 November, 1790, died 8 April, 1876, married 15 November, 
1809, Martha Mosse, born 5 September, 1789, daughter of Dr. George Mosse (born 
1742 in Ireland, died 17 February, 1808, Black Swamp, Robertville) and Dorothy 
Phoebe Norton (born 10 November, 1751, on St. Helena’s Island, Beaufort, dau- 
ghter of Jonathan Norton and Mary Ann Chaplin, Died April,1808, at Robertville. 


(Note 3) Annie Elizabeth Miller, Our Family Circle, Macon, 1931; reprinted 1957 
by the Lawton Family Association. 


(Note 4) Landgrave Thomas Smith, born Exeter, England, 1648, son of Thomas 
and Joan Atkins Smith, married (1) Barbara Atkins, by whom he had two sons, 
Thomas and George. With his family he immigrated to Charleston in June, 1684; 
he married (2) 22 March, 1867, Sabina de Vignon, widow of Jan d’Arsens, Lord 
van Wernhaut, who had in 1686 built Medway. By patent dated 1691 he was 
created Landgrave; he took office as Governor of Carolina 29 November, 1693, 
died 16 November, 1694, and was buried at Medway where his tomb may still be 
seen. 


(Note 5) Rev. Pierre Robert, born St. Imier, Switzerland, 1656, son of Daniel 
and Marie Robert, ordained in the French Huguenot Church, Basle, Switzerland, 
19 February, 1682, married in 1674, Jeanne, daughter of Jehu and Susanne 
Brayer of Basle, immigrated to Carolina in 1686 with his wife and son, Pierre 
Robert, Jr. He was the first minister of St. James’ Parish, French Santee, 
serving until 1712; he died at Jamestown in 1715. Transactions of the Huguenot 
Society of S. C. No. 36, Charleston, 1931, pp. 20-28. 


hore 6) The Sams Family of South Carolina, Lula Sams Bond and Laura Sams 
anders, S. C. Historical Magazine, Vol. 64, Charleston, 1963. 


oe 7) Jane Mosse (27 December 1783 - 1857) married in 1803 Benjamin 
hemistocles D’Ion Lawton (22 December 1782 - 18 April 1846); Martha Mosse 
married Alexander James Lawton (Note 2); Phoebe Mosse (born 6 December, 
1781) married Joseph J. Lawton (1777 - 1859). 


(Note 8) Rev. James Jehu Robert (4 November, 1781 - 19 January, 1852), son of 
John Robert and Elizabeth Dixon (granddaughter of 2nd Landgrave Thomas 
Smith), married (1) his cousin, Charlotte Anne Lawton, born 17 September, 1785, 
by whom he had seven children; married (2) 1 October, 1817, Phoebe McKenzie 
(7 February, 1797 - 25 June, 1854), daughter of Revolutionary soldier Patrick 
McKenzie and Esther Marie Mosse (born 18 May, 1772, daughter of Dr. George 
Mosse), by whom he had twelve children. 


(Note 9) Benjamin Spicer Stafford (21 December, 1853-12 December, 1943), son 
of William John Stafford of ‘*The Hermitage’’ plantation and Mary Ellen Jaudon, 
daughter of Benjamin Jaudon (11 November, 1795 - 27 January, 1870) and Sarah 
Thirza Polhill (2 August, 1809 - 8 December, 1863), daughter of Thomas Polhill, 
II and Thirza E. Lawton. 


(Note 10) Sarah Robert Lawton, born 6 February, 1755, at Santee, S. C., sixth 
child of Jacques Robert (born 3 April, 1711, son of Pierre Robert, Jr., and his 
2nd wife, Judith, daughter of Jacques and Madelaine Garillonde de Bourdeaux) 
and Sarah Jaudon (born 24 September, 1719, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth 
Jaudon); she died at Transpine plantation 6 October, 1839. Her will is among 
the Lawton Papers. For an account of the Huguenot family of Jaudon, see: 
Early Jaudon ‘‘Pauls’’, by Martha Bailey Burns, Transactions of the Huguenot 
Society of S. C., No. 68, 1963, pp. 49-52. Lawton descendants are eligible for 
membership in the Huguenot Society on Robert, de Bourdeaux and Jaudon lines. 


(Note 11) Joseph Lawton, born Edisto Island 18 October, 1753, died at his 
Mulberry Grove plantation, Black Swamp 5 March, 1815, married 18 March, 1773, 
Sarah Robert; he served as a Lieutenant in Col. Bull’s Regiment during the 
Revolutionary War. Proof of service in May and July 1778 appears in Auditor 
General’s Account Book (April 1778 - February 1780) pp- 91-93, Archives, 
Columbia; his will is among the Lawton Papers. Lawton descendants are 
eligible for membership in the D.A.R., S.A.R., D.A.C., Colonial Dames, etc. 


(Note 12) Col. Richard James Davant married Anna, daught Ss 
and Sarah Saunders Porcher. ughter of Samuel Maner 


(Note 13) Dr. Alexander R. Norton, later of Savannah, Ga 

‘ 5 ; , ay 1 Robe 
Godfrey Norton and his first cousin, Sarah Mosse (born on. Vebrusry tyg0, 
daughter of Dr. George Mosse and Dorothy Phoebe Norton). j 


(Note 14) Rey. Dr. William Henry Brisbane, born 12 October s A 
awe Brisbane and Mary Ann Mosse (10 March, 1786 - 10 Moe tees Swagntee 
of ie George Mosse and Dorothy Phoebe Norton), married 28 May 1 825, his 
first cousin, Anna Lawton (1806-17 February, 1888, daughter of B. T. D. Lawton 
and Jane Mosse), died at Arena, Wis., 5 April, 1878. See: S. C. Historical 
Magazine Vol. 14, Charleston, 1913. ‘ ; ; ; a 


(Note 15) 
married Sar 
Rhodes. 


He apparently belonged to the famil 
y of James Carroll Brooks who 
ah Crawford Robert, daughter of Ulysses Maner Robert and Rachel 


(Note 16) Martha Stoney, daughter of James Stoney and Eli 

, izabeth M 
30 May, 1776, daughter of Dr. George Mosse and Dorothy Phoebe Norton) who 
were married 27 February, 1793, in St. Helena’s, Beaufort, married (1) Thomas 
Henry Barksdale (1795 - 1832, son of George Barksdale and Ann Agnes Bona of 


Hilton Head Island), married (2) Rev. 
Lawton and Phoebe Mosse (Note ay: ¢v. Joseph A. Lawton, son of Joseph J. 


(Note 17) Catherine Maner, daughter of C 
May, married 31 October, 1707" William ened 
1 November, 1827), eldest child of Joseph Lawt 


illiam Maner and Jane Aseneth 
y Lawton (23 February, 1775 - 
on and Sarah Robert. 


Note 18) Gen. Henry Martyn Robert, a 

é r , author of Robert? 
pleninie oe 2 May, 1837, died 11 May, 1923, was son of Joseph Thomas Robert 
( n ovember, 1807) and Adeline E. Lawton (10 December 1810 - 6 June 


1865); he married in Decemb 
Thresher and Elizabeth Younkc. PERO y Helen’ M. Thresher, daughter of Ebenezer 


s Rules of Order, born 


em OY a peepnine Barksdale Polhill, daughter of Thomas Polhill it horn 
24 September, Sap eee a Bite oo wife, Matilda Rebecca Jaudon (born 
< z . ’ ’ Ss A A 
mecies (1) in 1845 Dr. Benjamin Lawton (1822 - fate. weg aoe rne Dixon), 
awton, her first husband’s brother. nd (2) Rev. Joseph A. 


(Note 20) John Lawton (25 September 1830 - 1 
, - 8 une, fin- 
fakes Ve pewton (28 June, 1793-23 February, 1875) gad fe Hike wwiven Data. 
eee eer is first cousin, Elizabeth Stoney Peeples (23 December 1834 
ebruary, 1910), daughter of Edward Harden Peeples (9 Octobe 1811 - 24 
November, 1892) and Charlotte Esther Lawton (2 November ‘ s 
1886, daughter of B. T. D. Lawton and Jane Mosse), Bethe Paiuer Goes 


her 523-acre Jericho plantation on 2 September, 1851, roo eee ener gave 





IMMIGRANT: 


THE LAWTON FAMILY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
First Three Generations 


Compiled by the Rev, Fr. Robert E. H. Peeples 


Capt. WILLIAM LAWTON, Planter, St. John’s Parish, Edisto 
Island, Colleton County, died 9-15 October, 1757; married (1) 
MARY, daughter of Jeremiah Clarke, 4 children: Josiah (died un- 
married), William, Jr. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (born 1739, 
died 21 October, 1798) married John Seabrook and left descen- 
dants, Jeremiah (died unmarried before 20 May, 1762); (2) 1743-4 
a daughter of Thomas Winborn, Planter, Wadmalaw Island, St. 
John’s Parish, 2 children: Winborn (born Edisto Island, 1745, 
died James Island September 22, 1809) married Mrs. Mary Mathews 
(22 August, 1749 - 10 February, 1839, daughter of Jonathan 
Frampton) 3 children: Winborn, Jr. (1782 - 24 March, 1861), 
Beulah (married 29 January, 1801, John Hughes) and William; and 
Mary (died unmarried); (3) Mrs. MARY SAMS, widow of Paul Grim- 
ball and daughter of William Sams (c.1685 - c.1738) and Susannah 
Harrison. William Sams was son of Bonham (Bonum) Sams (bap- 
tized 2 February, 1663, No. Petherton Parish, Somerset, England, 
arrived S. C. 1681, son of Thomas and Mary Bagge Sam) and his 
lst wife, Enstis Blake. William and Mary Sams Lawton had one 
child, Joseph (see below) and after William’s death Mary Married 
Samuel Fickling, moved from Edisto Island to Prince William’s 
Parish, Granville County and died in 1804. 


JOSEPH LAWTON (born Edisto Island 18 October, 1753, died Mulberry Grove 


Plantation, Black Swamp, near Robertville, S. C. 5 March, 1815) 
on 18 March, 1773 married SARAH ROBERT (born 6 February, 1755 
St. James Parish, Santee, died at Transpine Plantation 6 October, 
1839, daughter of Jacques and Sarah Jaudon Robert, whose father, 
Pierre Robert, Jr., fled from Basle, Switzerland to 5S. C. in 1686 
with his father, Rev. Pierre Robert, French Huguenot Minister); 
their eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove Plantation: 


1. WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON (born 23 February, 1775, died 1 November, 1827) 
married 31 October, 1797 Catherine Maner, daughter of Capt. William & Jane 


Aseneth May Maner; seven children. 


2. JOSEPH J. LAWTON (born 19 August, 1777, died 1859) married Phoebe 
(born 6 December, 1781) daughter of Dr. George Mosse (born Ireland 1742, 
died Black Swamp, Robertville 17 February, 1808) & Dorothy Phoebe Norton 
(born St. Helena’s Island 10 November, 1751, died Black Swamp 1808, 
daughter of Jonathan Norton & Mary Ann Chaplin, daughter of John & Phoebe 
Ladson Chaplin of St. Helena’s Parish, Beaufort District, S. C.); eight 


children. 


3. MARY LAWTON (born 5 May, 1778) died in infancy. 
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MARY LAWTON (born 20 September, 1781) died in infancy. 


BENJAMIN THEMISTOCLES D’ION LAWTON (born 22 ae. a 
died and buried Albany, Georgia 1846) married in 1803 Jane Mosse (bo 


Helena’s 27 December, 1783, buried Lawtonville Cemetery 1857), sister of 
Phoebe & Martha Mosse; eleven children. 


CHARLOTTE ANNE LAWTON (born 17 September, 1785) married Beh 
cousin, Rey. James Jehu Robert (born Robertville 4 November, L78l, pea: 
19 January, 1852, son of John Robert, born Santee 13 july, 1742, eT 
Robertville 25 February, 1826, and Elizabeth Dixon, granddaughter o 


Landgrave Thomas Smith & his 2nd wife, Mary Hyrne, born 1690, daughter 
of Edward Hyrne); seven children. 


THIRZA E. LAWTON (born 17 


September, 1787, died 3 December, 1811 in 
the vicinity of Natchez, Miss. 


» Where her husband and her two brothers, 


Joseph and Benjamin T, D., had immigrated that year) married 18 ree 
1806 at Black Swamp, Thomas Polhill II, son of Rev. Thomas & Rac 
Patton Polhill; three children, 


MAHALI LAWTON (born 14 September, 1789) died in inf 


ALEXANDER JAMES LAWTON (born 21 November, 1790, died 8 April, 
1876) married 15 November, 


1809 Martha Mosse, born 5 September, 1789, 
Sister of Phoebe and Jane Mosse; twelve children, 


ancy. 


WINBORN ASA LAWTO 
ruaty, 1878) married (1) 
1776, died 25 February, 
Rachel ?iles (1755-1802), 


N (born 23 June, 
Mrs, Mary Elizab 
1823, daughter 
daughter of C 


1793, died Lawtonville 23 Feb- 
eth Cater Rhodes (born 25 June, 
of Thomas Cater (1751-1803) and 
apt. Silas & Elizabeth McPherson 


daughter of Capt. Silas & Elizabeth McPherson 


Rhodes who died 25 April, 1809; 2 children; (2) 
ndrum; five children, 


SAMUEL JOHN LAWTON (born 22 June, 1796) died in infancy. 


Rachel Miles (1755-1802), 
Miles), widow of Thomas 
Mrs, Perry; (3) Lucinda La 





